
Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

 
Meeting Minutes 

April 10, 2018 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Jim Thams 

 

Members Excused:  Thyra Karlstrom 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen 

 

Public in Attendance:  None 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the March 15, 2018 meeting reviewed.  Motion made to 

approve the minutes as read by Gary Wommer, second by Lisa Petersen, motion passed 

unanimous.  
 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  Nick Leach added to Informational Items- C.  Mineral 

Exploration letter and - D.  Carpenters Union proposal.  Motion by Jim Thams to amend agenda 

as above, seconded by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimous.   

 

Old Business:  
 

A.  Miscellaneous Revisions 

 
A list of Zoning Ordinance changes/revisions passed out and reviewed.  Agreed to take this 

list to the next scheduled Public Hearing as is.  Motion to do so by Gary Wommer, seconded 

by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimous.   

 

New Business: 

 

A.  Township Rebranding 

In the packets is a sketch done by Mike Lempinen to use as a template for the Township Flag.  

Nick Leach also explained the need to revisit the master plan, of which he suggested the 

possibility of a sub-committee to begin highlighting areas of focus.  Wommer would like to see 

lots of choices, many more sketches to pick from.  Nick Leach explained the board would like to 

see something more recognizable in the township such as the water tower, Carp River falls, the 



steel bridge, etc.   Further discussed the possibility of opening this up to schools and NMU, and 

even possibly a contest with a winner.  Maybe the web page, newsletter, and Facebook could be 

used to get the word out.  Briefly discussed a sub-committee to review the master plan with no 

decisions made at this time.  

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Informational Items: 

 

A. Northern Natural Gas 

Leach provided a site plan that shows an addition to the existing gas lines along the rail road 

tracks showing where the extension gas lines go for the new power plant.  Noted it is within the 

wellhead area.  Section 308 has an exemption clause for utilities and there is no jurisdiction to do 

a proper review.  The company has agreed to put in writing that they will protect natural 

resources including secondary containment and spill prevention. 

 

B.  Budget 

In packet for review.  No discussion. 

 

C. Mineral Exploration letter 

Nick Leach explained that residents are getting a letter on mineral rights (that the land owner 

does not own mineral rights) and he read it to the committee.  The letter doesn’t explain their 

intent.  Leach just wanted them to be aware in case they were questioned on this letter. 

 

D. Carpenters Union Proposal 

Leach projected on the screen the site plan, building plan, and drawing of the building for the 
new Carpenters Union project on US-41 in the township.  Utility lines, wet lands, parking, 

setbacks, access, drain field, septic system, all reviewed.  Leach added the Corridor Meeting that 

morning recommended the access be extended to the west for a start of a frontage road for future 

development.  Committee agreed with this recommendation.  The building height is 38 feet 

(zoning up to 30 feet) so a variance will need to be requested.  ZO has no conditional use for a 

training center so section 1003 would be used only. A well is proposed, however township is 

working on a possible water line to go under the highway to provide water to that side of the 

road to feed them.  Utility lines proposed is subject to change, moving west a little further up.  

Leach explained, in order to meet DEQ, the project had to be developed between the wet lands 

and it appeared they did a good job.  Section 907-requires downward facing lighting, which they 

have been made aware of, per Leach.  No further comments. 

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:   None 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:25 pm made by Gary Wommer, seconded by Al 

Reynolds.  Motion passed unanimous. 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 
 


