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Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

Public Hearings 

Meeting Minutes 

April 12, 2016 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Lisa Petersen, Thyra Karlstrom, Jim Thams, Carl Nurmi 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen, and 10 members of the public. 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  The March 15, 2016 minutes were reviewed.  Motion to approve the 

minutes by Carl Nurmi with one correction on the 2nd page, third line down “Well” be changed 

to “Will”.   Seconded by Lisa Petersen.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

Public in Attendance: 

Patrick Moyle, 253 North Road, Negaunee 

James Thompson, 434 US 41 East, Negaunee 

Rudy Goupille, 417 S. Basin Dr, Negaunee 

Charlotte Koski, 46 Heritage Dr, Negaunee 

Amos, Nora and Nina Jungwirth, 15 W. Jarvi Rd, Negaunee 

Andrea Wills, 29 Forge Rd, Negaunee 

Gary Wommer, 64 County Road 510, Negaunee 

Dan Hendrickson, 50 Heritage Dr, Negaunee 

 

Public Comment:  Rudy Goupille questioned the requirements to remove dirt from a lot or 

property, for example if one wants to level or grade a site to sell to someone to build a home on.  

Nick Leach explained when a permit to build a home is issued it addresses leveling and grading 

the site, but there is no permit to issue for someone taking a lot and making it build-able.  The 

commission asked Nick Leach to look into this and add it to the next meeting’s agenda. 

  

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  Motion made by Jim Thams to amend the agenda to move 

New Business Item B ahead of Item A.  Seconded by Carl Nurmi.  Motion passed unanimous.   

 

Old Business:     
Postponed so that ample time for 2 hearings. 

New Business: 
Al Reynolds announced the Public Hearing is now Open.  Al Reynolds read the rules for the 

Public Hearing. 



 

A.  Public Hearing 1 

 

Conditional Use Application:  Jungwirth Farm in R-2 Zoning District 

Al Reynolds asked Nick Leach to define the request.  Mr Amos Jungwirth and his wife Nora are 

applying to use their vacant 32 acre parcel adjacent to their home at 15 W. Jarvi Road for 

farming.  This is a conditional use in the R-2 Zoning Class. (Section 310 D6)  The property is 

wooded with a clearing in the center.  This clearing is where they would place a garden.  Nick 

Leach showed an aerial image of the property on the screen in front of the room, pointing out an 

existing footpath leading to the central clearing where the farming will take place.  Their 

application does mention the construction of buildings but they are not applying to construct 

them at this time.   

Nick Leach further explained, the Z.O. defines Farming as:  108.  Farm: A tract of land devoted 

to agriculture for the purpose of raising crops or animals as a source of income.  They intend to 

make a profit off their produce and that is why they are applying.  The Z.O. defines Agriculture 

as: 14. Agriculture:  The art or science of cultivating the ground, including the harvesting of 

crops and by extension, the rearing, reproducing and managing of livestock and poultry or other 

animals upon the ground in fields or pastures or pens.  Currently they do not intend on having 

animals.  Also on the application is a construction of a fence for excluding deer.  The Z.O. has 

liberal fence regulations regarding animal exclusion (Section 417 A4). 

Al Reynolds asked Amos Jungwirth to comment:  There are no neighbors bordering the 32 acre 

piece.  It used to be an old farm (Jarvi Farm) and the clearing was a field used previously for 

growing but is has grown over due to no use for many years.  Amos Jungwirth explained he had 

some friends that planted a garden in a residential zoned area and had problems, this may be over 

kill, but he just did not want to have problems down the road and thought to be safe he would 

request the Conditional Use permit.  He expressed if he is successful in growing enough food, 

they would like to sell produce at the farmers market.  His family would like to create a “hobby 

farm” on his property.  

 

Public Comment Opened: 

Andrea Wills questioned the area and asked where her property was on the map shown.  She also 

stated she had no problem or concern with this request.    

No further comments.  Al Reynolds closed the Public Hearing.  

 

Board Comments:  

Carl Nurmi was favorable and liked the idea. 

 

Al Reynolds called for a motion:  Carl Nurmi made a motion to approve the Jungwirth 

Conditional Use Application:  Farm in R-2 Zoning District. Seconded by Jim Thams. Motion 

passed unanimous.   
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B. Public Hearing 2 
 

Conditional Use Application: MAG Inc. Mini Storage Units in RB Zoning District. 

Al Reynolds asked Nick Leach to address the request.  Pat Moyle is applying to use property 

located at 19 and 23 US-41 for Mini Storage Units.  In the Restricted Business (RB) District this 

is a Conditional Use (Section 312 D23).  Pat Moyle applied for and received approval from the 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission in 2003 but never built and the permit has expired.  

The minutes from the February 11, 2003 meeting were given to the Commission for review.  

Nick Leach showed the aerial imagery (map) on the projection screen up front.  

 

Public Comment Opened: 

Pat Moyle asked what happened today at the Access Management Meeting- Corridor group.  

Thyra Karlstrom explained Negaunee adopted US-41 guidelines and as stands this is non-

conforming to access spacing requirements, but the Corridor group had no problem with it.   

Nick Leach put the site plan slide on the screen and reviewed the plan.  In 2003 there were 

concerns heard from the surrounding neighbors about potential nuisances, property value 

depreciation and being an eye sore.  Conditions were agreed upon to address all of the concerns. 

One was a planting screen of trees to the north and this has been done. 

 

Charlotte Koski asked for clarification on the size of the property, length is 491.3 feet was 

answered.  Koski asked what was the ground going to be in the area, pointing out where her 

home was, questioning if it was dirt it may cause wind to blow dust and dirt toward her house. 

Pat Moyle explained it would be gravel between and around the buildings and the corner (by 

Koski’s home) is a holding pond and will be green space.  Koski asked Pat Moyle to show them 

where the markers for the property were.  Pat agreed to do so.  Koski then asked if the drainage 

from the pond would affect their property and explained their home is at a lower level than his 

property.  Moyle explained the drainage on the site plan and that it will flow toward the highway 

US-41 and not back toward their home. 

 

Charlotte Koski asked if more trees were going to be cut, clear cutting, questioned dust, 

questioned lighting and color of siding on the buildings.  Pat Moyle explained they were done 

with all the clearing, the trees and buildings will help stop the winds and dust problem, the gravel 

is a grade with minimal dusting, described the trees and how they were planted, and the lighting 

will be on the eaves of the buildings and not large tall poles as not to be too bright or a nuisance 

to the neighborhood.   Al Reynolds added how the trees were planted back in 2003 in two rows, 

however some have died off and asked for them to be replanted with trees similar in size to the 

others.  Pat Moyle had no concerns with this.  Reviewed the minutes from 2003 which agreed on 

a color of the buildings that would blend in such as brown or green.  Koski also asked what kind 

of siding would be used on the building.  Pat Moyle -Metal.   

 

Charlotte Koski worries that the site will not be taken care of and kept up over time becoming an 

“eye sore” for neighborhood.  Also asked how many buildings were going up this summer, 

Moyle said 2 or 3.  (of the 5 requested) 

 

Al Reynolds asked if any further comments, none voiced.  Public Hearing Closed. 

 



Board Comments: 

Al Reynolds explained the Commission needs a new site plan with the changes in it.  Thyra 

Karlstrom discussed the 10 foot set back that abuts the Right of Way, landscaped with salt 

tolerant grasses and shrubs for a planted buffer with Pat Moyle asking for a clarification on that.  

Moyle read 503 A5, discussed if the 10 feet were included in the 50 feet (or addition to), if the 

drive could be an access and graveled verses planted.  Pat Moyle recommended it be an access 

and graveled since traffic will be in that area and a corridor to move snow is needed.  Pat Moyle 

further explained he has had to give up 15 more feet as it stands now.   

 

Thyra Karlstrom discussed the comments and questions at the Corridor Access Management 

meeting held earlier today. Water flow discussed.  Lisa Petersen asked how close are the storage 

units to the homes.  Pat Moyle - 30 feet to the end of Pat Moyle’s property.  Nick Leach 

explained the property is currently two separate parcels and the proposed construction would put 

the property line through one of the buildings which would not conform to zoning setback 

requirements.   This needs to be filed with the Register of Deeds and copied to the Township 

before it can receive final approval.  Al Reynolds recommended combining the two properties 

into one and how to do this.  Noted by Pat Moyle.   

 

Further discussed was the “Park and Sell” business, how long will it continue and the 3 signs on 

the property need to be in site plan.  Nick Leach explained the Zoning Ordinance prohibits more 

than one principle use unless specifically stated (Section 408 A).  Discussed the Park and Sell 

was a good revenue stream for now and Pat Moyle would like to keep it at least until the 3rd 

storage unit was completed.  Signs will be added in plan.  Need to replace dead trees re-

reviewed.  The legal description, previously missing, was attached in the packet. The height of 

the buildings (13.5 feet) was noted inaccurate and needs to be revised on site plan. Soil erosion 

permits and MDOT permits have expired but will be applied for upon zoning approval.   

 

Board discussed if and how the Conditional Use Application could be approved tonight.  Pat 

Moyle requested for the approval tonight based on the conditions noted so that construction, 

permits and further planning could continue.  Carl Nurmi added, due to the board was not 

comfortable with this much responsibility on Nick Leach, that if Nick Leach was in any way not 

comfortable with the outcome it comes back to the Board at another meeting.  Pat Moyle agreed 

to this.   

 

 

The Conditions for the approval were listed: 
The site plan is revised to show the 50 foot front lot line setback 

The property owner’s phone number is added 

The first 10 foot of the property from the Road is planted with salt tolerant plants 

The existing signs (3) are added in the site plan 

The height of the buildings added 

The 2 properties must be combined 

The buildings will have an aesthetically pleasing finish 

The “Park and Sell” will be continued until the third building is erected (and then it will cease to 

exist) 
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Al Reynolds called for a motion:  Carl Nurmi made a motion to approve the Conditional use 

Permit Application with the Conditions listed above. Seconded by Thyra Karlstrom.   

Motion passed unanimous.   

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Informational Items: None 

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:  None   

 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 7:05 pm made by Jim Thams,  Seconded by Lisa Petersen.  

Motion passed unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 
 


