
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 

May 9, 2017 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Thyra Karlstrom, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Jim Thams 

 

Members Excused:  None 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach 

 

Public in Attendance:  10 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the April 11, 2017 meeting reviewed and the April 27, 

2017 Public Forum were reviewed.  Motion made to approve the minutes by Gary Wommer, 

second by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimously. 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Gary Wommer asked the chair if he could address the public. Wommer brought attention to the 

Boy Scout Troop that was in attendance and thanked them for participating in civic engagement. 

 

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  Nick Leach asked to switch the Public Hearing A with B 

due to no representative for O’Dovero Properties being present and to allow for more time in 

case they are running late. Motion made to do so by Thyra Karlstrom, seconded by Lisa 

Petersen.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing 
  

A.  Smith Conditional Use Permit for Natural Resource Extraction 

 

Mr. Smith outlined the phases of his operation noting phase I that was approved last year is 

removal of rock along the northern border of the property to create a laydown yard for expanding 

the operation in phases II&III. Smith outlined the geology and location of material on the 

property and where sand and rock excavation activity will take place.  

Nick Leach directed the public to the display screen and presented an overview of the property.  
Smith noted that the material in phase I can supply him for about 3 years and the rock along the 

southern bluff is predicted to provide material beyond his lifetime. Smith noted the powerline 

easement that cuts through the property and that it must remain accessible for transmission 

employees to conduct inspections. Also Smith noted that the bluff to the east of the corridor 



 

 

would not be worked. Smith also brought attention to the proposed sand excavation that would 

be below the water table and result in the formation of a water body roughly 100 yard across.  

 

Jim Inch 424 US-41, Negaunee: 

Inch questioned if the lake is the existing Bagdad Pond or if this is a new body of water. Smith 

explained it will be a new body of water and several tests have been done to delineate the water 

table and he would be following all regulations of below water table excavation.  

Mr. Inch asked where the well field is in relation to this site. Nick Leach brought the attention to 

the display screen to give an overview of the wellfield and Wellhead Protection Area in relation 

to this property.  

Mr. Inch asked about blasting and noted him and his wife appreciated the notification network 

Mr. Smith had implemented last year for neighboring residents. Wommer noted it is good to hear 

the communication network is working.  

 

Lee Ossenheimer 116 Arbutus Trail, Negaunee: 

Ossenheimer asked for clarification on the future purpose of the lake. Smith noted that the lake 

will be a result of sand extraction and it will establish itself after production ceases. There is no 

intended use for the lake. Upon the end of sand extraction, the lake will be sloped to a 10:1 ratio 

and the banks will be stabilized according to regulations.  

Ossenheimer asked if the water will be used to clean aggregate. Smith explained it will not and 

they already have a pond on the adjacent parcel that is used for washing aggregate and spraying 

the roads to minimize dust.  

 

Public Hearing Closed: 5:54pm 

 

Wommer asked Mr. Smith how he will be keeping the water out while digging the sand to below 

the water table. Smith explained digging will only take place after the high water levels of the 

spring have receded and the water table in this area fluctuates significantly.  

 

Karlstrom asked Nick Leach if he has any concerns to address. Leach thanked Mr. Smith and 

noted the break in fencing for transmission was necessary for access purposes. Leach noted #2e 

of the reclamation plan in Section 1005G required consultation with the Twp. Engineer and State 

Agencies. Dick Supina was briefed on this application and noted that there is no way to know for 

sure where exactly the water table is in this area. Leach also noted he contacted several people 

from the MDEQ and they reaffirmed what Supina said. They also provided contact information 

for Mr. Smith to follow up with any other potential permits. Leach also referred to the permit and 

that the applicant states there is no proposed dewatering even though excavation will be below 

the water level.  

 

Wommer commented that the permitting process for Mr. Smith’s activity on this property has 

worked well and thanked the applicant for his detailed plans. Smith agreed and noted that these 

plans are very long term but he wanted to make sure he had all the permitting done at the same 

time so the Planning Commission could get a full understanding.  

 

Wommer motioned to approve the application for Phases II&III of natural resource extraction as 

detailed by Smith Construction with the condition that there will be no dewatering associated 



 

 

with the proposed below water table excavation. Seconded by Karlstrom. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

Public Hearing 

 

B.  O’Dovero Rezoning Application 

 

Wommer noted we do not have a representative from O’Dovero Properties present but we are 

not legally required to have someone present for review of the application. 

 

Leach presented an overview of the application and the location of the three parcels that are 

subject to rezoning. Leach noted that the parcels are currently zoned Rural Residential (R-2) and 

the applicant is requesting they be rezoned to General Business (GB). Leach detailed the 

adjacent zoning classes for parcels south, east and west along US-41 and along Midway Drive. 

Leach gave an overview of minimum parcel size requirements in the Township and noted two of 

the parcels are less than the minimum residential size of 1 acre. Also detailed is the eastern most 

parcel being applied for currently does have a single family home on it. Leach explained that the 

home can stay on the property if rezoned but would be listed as nonconforming.  

 

Reynolds noted the survey indicated a potential 4
th

 lot that was never split and we only have 

records for the three existing parcels. Reynolds also noted that the applicant wanted to apply for 

all three parcels including the one with the home on it to avoid spot zoning.  

 

Darlene Inch 424 US-41, Negaunee: 

First, thanked Mr. Leach and the Planning Commission for their professionalism and doing a 

good job of keeping the public informed. Mrs. Inch stated she is opposed to this rezoning for 

traffic safety issues. Mrs. Inch explained that semi-trucks and other large vehicles are already 

using the middle turn lane for excessive lengths when turning onto US-41 from Midway Dr. and 

causing issues in front of their home. Mrs. Inch stated she believes activity on this site would be 

disturbing to the people buried and mourners at the adjacent cemetery.  

 

Jim Inch 424 US-41, Negaunee: 

Mr. Inch agreed with Mrs. Inch and said that the truck traffic is using the middle turn lane on 

US-41 as their own personal driving lane. Mr. Inch also has access concerns if new truck traffic 

were to begin using these parcels. Mr. Inch wants to be able to know what the applicant would 

like to use the property for before the Planning Commission makes a decision. He also stated he 

believes the property is currently not being used for its R-2 Zoning citing the trailers and 

equipment behind the house. Mr. Inch would also like a plan for an access road utilizing the 

current access at the Midway Industrial Park to alleviate extra traffic concerns.  

 

Public Hearing Closed: 6:24pm 

 

Karlstrom detailed Section 1309 B #4 and #7 and noted these requirements are not addressed. 

Karlstrom also noted that we can rezone these properties and then review the land use when the 

property owner submits a Zoning Compliance Permit and the requirements outlined for the site 

plan.  



 

 

 

Wommer questioned if we need the information in Section 1309 to make a decision citing vague 

language. Wommer said it makes sense to rezone the property first so that the applicant can 

know if they can use the property for a specific land use before moving forward.  

 

Leach noted that the applicant was informed of the access issues and that they would be 

addressed through an Access Permit upon submitting a Zoning Compliance Permit.  

 

Thams referenced a section of the Master Plan that highlights residential properties as a concern 

for public health, safety, and welfare and noted that these properties were built prior to 

construction of the current highway.  

 

Wommer stated that we have to treat all property owners the same and if we don’t do our due 

diligence the Township’s decision could inadvertently result in a takings.  

 

Thams thinks that if the application is currently incomplete and because there is no 

representative to clarify, the application should be tabled and contact should be made to gain the 

necessary information.  

 

Wommer said the Master Plan indicates the east access on Midway Dr. should be closed and 

CR510 should go to US-41. Wommer noted this is in the works and grants are being applied for 

in anticipation of the realignment of CR510 this summer.  

 

Thams made the motion to table the application until concerns are addressed with the 

information lacking in the application. Seconded by Karlstrom. Motion Passed Unanimously.  

 

Old Business 

A. Draft Grading Ordinance Language 

 

Thams made a motion to table Old Business Item A due to time constraints. Seconded by 

Wommer. Motion Passed Unanimously.  

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Informational Items:  

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:    None 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:47 pm made by Lisa Petersen,  Seconded by Karlstrom.  

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Nick Leach, Zoning Administrator  
 


