
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

 
Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2018 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Thyra Karlstrom, Jim Thams 

 

Members Excused:  0 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen 

 

Public in Attendance:  6 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the June 13, 2018 meeting reviewed.  Motion made to 

approve the minutes as presented by Gary Wommer, second by Lisa Petersen, motion passed 

unanimous.  
 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  None  

 

Old Business:  
 

A.  Parker and Sons Inc. Rezoning Application  

Nick Leach gave an overview of the June meeting and Public Hearing of the Application for re-

zoning of the Parker and Sons Properties at parcel # 52-10-128-002-00 on Hwy US-41.  The 

request is to change the parcel from R2 to General Business.  The request was tabled pending 

research into the ownership/zoning history.  Leach explained he researched the 1998-1999 board 

minutes.  Leach only found discussion revolving around the tax sale of the property, and did not 

find any documentation of zoning class of the property.  Leach also passed out 4 documents he 

received from Mr. Derocha for review (2 letters, one assessment notice, and one County 

equalization document).  Leach added a comment by Jim Thams at the last meeting, i.e.: the 

township re-zoning was done several times with this parcel listed as residential since then, so not 

sure these documents would stand as correct. .  Wommer added not sure these documents are 

proof of his case or not.  Jim Thams reminded the PC the request is to rezone the property and 

this still needs to be addressed. 

 

Gary Wommer briefly discussed the attempt to notify the Forestry and the letter was returned, so 

he reached out to Sara Cambensy’s office for help.  Further discussed: proposed use of land, 



 

 

residential butting up to business zones in general, size of lot, forest owned by state, technically 

land deeded to State Police and they were notified, and notice was in the Mining Journal. 

Wommer added once zoning changed it is the property owner’s responsibility to move forward 

from there.   

 

Gary Wommer then made a motion in order to move forward to accept the application and 

recommend to the board to change the zoning as requested.  Seconded by Al Reynolds.  

Discussion followed with Thams adding this seems reasonable.  Al Reynolds reviewed the size 

of the lot and dimensions to be sure it met the size for GB zoning.  Leach noted the lot does 

conform to the size, after the review.  Lisa Petersen added it does seem reasonable to be zoned 

GB since it is directly on the highway corridor and this is a better use of that property as opposed 

to a house.  Thyra Karlstrom said she agreed with what was discussed.  Gary Wommer said since 

there does not seem to be opposition, he calls the question. 

Al Reynolds asked for a vote on the motion.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

Nick Leach reviewed the next steps explaining this is a recommendation to the Township Board, 

and they must then make the decision to approve or reject.  The next board meeting is Thursday. 

 

New Business:  None 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Informational Items: 

 

A. Budget. 

Reviewed briefly with Leach noting there will probably be some changes due to new attorney’s 

fees. 

B. Township Rebranding 

In packet for review.  Leach put a request in the April newsletter and did not receive any 

feedback.  Bill Carlson would like to wait till school is back in session and send a request to the 

high school.  Briefly discussed other municipal flags in the area and different looks.   

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:   None 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:10 pm made by Lisa Petersen, seconded by Gary 

Wommer.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 
  


