
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 

July 11, 2017 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Thyra Karlstrom called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Thyra Karlstrom, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Jim Thams 

 

Members Excused:  Al Reynolds 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen 

 

Public in Attendance:  None 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the June 06, 2017 meeting reviewed.  Motion made to 

approve the minutes by Gary Wommer, second by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimous. 

 

Public Comment:  None 

  

Addition or Correction to Agenda:   Nick Leach requested to add under Informational Items 

“C.  Zoning Ordinance Revision for Public Hearing.”  Thyra Karlstrom asked to add under New 

Business “B.  MAP Conference Support.”  Motion made by Jim Thams to accept agenda with the 

above changes,  seconded by Gary Wommer.  Motion passed unanimous.  

 

 

Old Business:  
 

A.  Draft Grading Ordinance Language 

 

Nick Leach explained Attorney Kevin Koch has been out of town and has not returned a 

response.  Nick Leach added Kevin Koch did suggest that this language go into the Zoning 

Ordinance and not be a standalone.  He also suggested putting the language in the Natural 

Resource Extraction Conditional Use Section.  Noted still waiting for comments from Pat Moyle 

also.  Thyra Karlstrom further discussed, if it makes sense to put this in the Conditional Use 

Section and questioned if it would fit under Article #4 with its own section.  Other possibilities 

suggested:  under Miscellaneous.  Members agreed with Thyra Karlstrom that her suggestion 

makes better sense and Nick to makeup a rough draft for next meeting.  Also, will be waiting for 
a full response from Kevin Koch and Pat Moyle. 

 

 

B. Land Use/Zoning Compliance Permit Review: 



 

 

 

Nick Leach handed out a revised draft permit and went over all the changes that were made.  

After a brief discussion and further review, the addition of “easement” , phone number corrected 

and a couple typos were noted for change.  Nick Leach to check how to proceed from here for 

approval.   

 

 

New Business: 

 

A.  Medical Marihuana Facility Licensing: 

 

Michigan State University Extension has prepared a sample ordinance and a sample resolution.  

Nick Leach provided copies of these at the meeting.  The ordinance puts regulating these land 

uses under conditional uses while the resolution is for a township that elects to not pass an 

ordinance on this topic, which is an option.  Nick Leach added, after attending several trainings 

and presentations on this topic, he had gathered that most municipalities through Marquette 

County are waiting until the LARA Board in Lansing makes the final regulations on this topic.  

Interested applicants can still submit to the state starting mid-December.  Nick Leach added there 

are several interested parties in Negaunee Township who wish to proceed.   

 

Nick pointed out under Section 1002-G points out the Medical Marijuana act does not go away 

or change under this new ordinance.  Noted, regardless of what the State does, it appears the 

Township needs to address this.  Nick Leach also reviewed page 4 and 5- How someone would 

apply with his interpretation of these 2 pages.  Under page 4 there was a table to set limits.  

Discussion held on why/or why not to set limits.  Also noted how it is impressive that the State is 

in-trusting the townships with this.   

 

Further discussion on the impact on the community, and what would this be?  The possibility of 

this being an economic driver or economic opportunity discussed.  Since Negaunee Twp. does 

not have Agricultural Zoning,  questioned if R-2 and/or Forestry fills the agricultural zoning 

need.  The commissioners agreed the need for further information before a decision can be made.  

Jim Thams suggested the need to take “Socio-economic Impact” into account for the community, 

and questioned what is the impact going to be for for Negaunee Township.  Thyra Karlstrom 

discussed the need for another Public Forum to see what the community thinks and wants.  

Again, discussed the need to do something versus do nothing.  Thyra Karlstrom added she would 

like to see what other communities are doing, or have done.  Gary Wommer noted there are a lot 

of unknowns which makes it so difficult.  Asked Nick Leach to get with legal counsel and look 

at a time to schedule another public forum.   

 

B.  MAP Conference Support 

 

Thyra Karlstrom addressed a MAP Conference to be held in September on Mackinaw Island and 

felt it is important for Nick Leach to attend this to bring back the information for our township.  

Gary Wommer conferred with Nick Leach that he could work this into his schedule.  Motion 

made by Jim Thams in support of Nick Leach attending the MAP Conference in September, 

seconded by Gary Wommer.  Motion passed unanimous 



 

 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Informational Items:  

 

A.  O’Dovero Properties Letter 

  

The letter was in the packets and Nick Leach briefly explained the actions and reasons dealing 

with the missing information from the application.  Gary Wommer discussed the need for a 

complete site plan/permit to be brought to the meetings versus incomplete plans/permits that 

must then be sent back several times and then wait for the next month’s meeting.  Further 

discussion on this is within the Job Description of the Zoning Administrator.  Gary Wommer will 

take this to the board to be addressed Thursday.  

 

B.  Budget 

 

The budget was handed out and reviewed.  Nick Leach mentioned two line items:  Attorney fees 

and education/training expenses that seemed to have change, and he will look into this further.     

No further comments.   

 

C.  Zoning Ordinance revision for a Public Hearing: 

 

For your information, Nick Leach explained, this is a list of errors and changes needed in the 

Z.O.  that he has been compiling since the last Public Hearing.  If anyone has any others please 

let Nick Leach know and they will be added. 

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:     
 

Nick Leach asked if the August meeting date could be changed.  Gary Wommer made a motion 

to change the August meeting to the 15
th

, Seconded by Lisa Petersen.  Motion passed 

unanimous.   

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:58 pm made by Lisa Petersen, Seconded by Gary 

Wommer.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 

 

 
 


