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Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

Public Hearing 

Meeting Minutes 

July 27, 2016 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Thyra Karlstrom, Jim Thams, Gary Wommer 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen, Kevin Koch, and 18 public citizens. 

 

Members Excused:  Lisa Petersen 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  The June 07, 2016 and July 12, 2016 minutes were reviewed.  Motion to 

approve the minutes by Gary Wommer with one correction on the June 07th minutes, 2nd page, 

under motion to adjourn, remove Nurmi and replace it with Jim Thams.   Seconded by Jim 

Thams.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

Public in Attendance: 

Bill Nordeen, Gwinn, MI.  Smith Construction’s Attorney 

Andy Smith, Marquette, MI, Applicant 

Jill Latulip, Garden, MI. 

Mike Dayton, Marquette, MI. 

Jim Thompson, Negaunee 

Darlene Inch, 424 US 41 E., Negaunee 

Penny Smith, 110 Wintergreen, Marquette 

Bernice Anderson, 426 US 41 E, Negaunee 

Paul Smith, 600 Cherry Creek RD, Marquette 

Cory Larson, 1611 Gray 

Clyde E. Anderson, Negaunee 

Steven Laine, 400 M-35, Negaunee 

Rico Torreano, 1690 County Rd 492, Marquette 

Brian Smith, 110 Wintergreen Tr., Marquette 

Wyatt Smith, 110 Wintergreen Tr. Marquette 

Gary Moyle, 48815 ?Deck Rd. 

(two citizens did not sign in) 

 

 

Public Comment:  None 

  

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  None 



 

Old Business:   None 

  

New Business:  None 

 

Public Hearing  
 

Smith Natural Resource Extraction Application 

 

Al Reynolds read the rules of the Public Hearing and announced the hearing is now open. 

 

Al Reynolds asked Nick Leach to define the request.  Mr. Andy Smith has submitted an 

application for a Natural Resource Conditional Use Permit on a vacant 40 acre parcel adjacent to 

the current operation located off of US 41 near Shunk Furniture.  (Permit #001027).  In the 

packet are the engineered site plan and application along with Q & A from Mr. Smith for Section 

1004 and 1005G of the Zoning Ordinance.  This will be a long duration project with no timeline 

outlined.  It will be an as need quarry.  Nick Leach continued to explain the site plan shows both 

the parcels that are the site of his current operation (west 32 acres) and the proposed expansion 

that is being applied for (east 40 acres).  Sheet one displays the existing site, sheet two is the 

work that is being proposed.  The plans and Arial views were projected on the screen in front for 

everyone to see.  For this application the majority of the work will be done on the south end of 

the property with a smaller rock bluff being worked to the north (shown on screen).  Nick Leach 

stressed that the PC is only reviewing the work that will be done on the east 40 acres (Parcel ID # 

52-10-125-001-00). The site plan includes the west parcel because that is where access will come 

through and when he had these drawings done he had TriMedia do the future expansion as well 

to better display the whole plan for this site.   

  

Andy Smith, applicant 110 Wintergreen tr. Marquette- Further explained the 2- 40 acre parcels, 

where the rock bluffs are (on screen), and area of extraction.  The elevations of 1310 feet and 

1343 feet noted.  Mr. Smith showed the access road, the railroad elevation and power lines.   

 

Jim Thams asked what is the boundary to the closest house on the permit.  With further 

measurements it was approximately 1200 feet.  Mr. Smith added the access road coming in is 

about 1250 feet and about 1264 feet for the railroad elevation.   

 

Gary Wommer asked the Chair if it would be possible to relax the rules of the Public Hearing 

somewhat so that he could respond to some of the questions.  Al Reynolds accepted this request. 

 

Gary Wommer then had two points to convey to the public citizens, explaining, first the 

committee is only dealing with this application tonight and second, per Section 904B, there will 

not be a decision made tonight.  Gary Wommer then asked Andy Smith how long will this rock 

extraction continue with the answer being 5 years for a small portion of the first bluff and the rest 

will realistically last his life-time.  For a reference, he added, every 3 years the project will 

extend approximately 30 feet.   
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Bill Nordeen- Asked for Nick Leach’s recommendation as staff of the Twp. and Leach 

responded he had no recommendations at this time.   

 

It was noted this is the same general activity that is presently going on.  Also noted the township 

has no permit on this 40 acres and they want to do this right.   

 

Jim Nelson (not signed in)- Asked about present blasting area with Andy Smith explaining how a 

“laydown yard” is being established.   

 

Darlene Inch, 424 US 41 E, Negaunee- Explained she is opposed to the plan because Smith has 

been blasting and has done damage to their home, adding they have large cracks to their 

foundation and does not want her home destroyed.  She would also like to be notified when they 

blast.     

 

Jim Thompson, 434 US 41 E, Negaunee -Commented the blast earlier this month shifted his 

house.  He would like to receive a notice of when they are going to blast.  Stated customers were 

upset and walked out.  His employees were upset. Also stated the blast shook his house, cracked 

walls and foundation, asked can the blast size be limited to smaller blasts. 

 

Clyde Anderson, 426 US 41 E, Negaunee -Claimed blast debris ended up in his yard.  Asked 

how close to the railroad they were and if environment with EPA has been addressed, also 

questioned if dust issue has been addressed. 

 

Mike Dayton, 114 Chocolay River, Marquette -Explained he does contract blasting for others as 

mine, Lindberg and Smith.  He said they can regulate the size of the blast, can regulate the 

amount of vibration, noise, and dust.  He further pointed out there is lots of study, design, and 

plans prior to the blast to study the amount of fly rock, number of holes, amount of powder used 

and detonations.  Generally, people like to have fewer blasts. 

 

Steve Laine, 400 M-35, Negaunee -Asked if the same precautions could be done in the township 

as the Mine uses? 

 

Mike Dayton -Answered it is the same, we have to follow all the State  & Federal regulations.  

Public Act 313 discussed briefly.  We also can notify neighbors of when we will blast, we just 

need a list of who and how to notify.   

 

Nick Leach noted that Smith’s Application does address all of these concerns and read it to the 

committee.   

 

Jim Thompson, Negaunee - Said someone put a seismograph on his property without notifying 

him and no one blocked heritage trail when they blasted either. 

 

 

Rico Torreano, 1690 County Rd 492, Marquette - Concern is if kids on bikes or 4-wheelers are 

in the blast area with no fencing, no one stopping them from riding right into the blasting zone 

and being injured.  I don’t want my nieces and nephews getting hurt. 



 

The Negaunee Ordinance was noted by Al Reynolds Section 1005G a chain link fence secures 

the site and must be at least 6 feet tall.  Gary Wommer added State laws allows Smith’s Co. to 

take rock out of the ground,  the only latitude the township has is to request some rules be 

followed for safety of the township, but the township cannot stop them.  Briefly reviewed was 

the water/storm runoff plans.  Bill Nordeen complemented the Township for a good job to give 

guidance and clarification to Smith Construction and added they are very willing to follow the 

rules and truly wish to cooperate with the Township. 

 

Gary Wommer asked Andy Smith to explain his time line to the citizens, adding several 

Commissioners took a walkthrough of the property prior to the meeting.  Andy Smith explained 

the time line and how they blast, then take close to 3 years removing that rock, and then in 3 

years blast again.  He also discussed the need for a flat area for the crusher and separation of rock 

and material.  Showing the map on the screen, the area of operations, trying to put the area into 

perspective. 

 

Briefly discussed if the rock and run-off water had been tested, after a question by Rico 

Torreano, and explained by Andy Smith that weekly industrial testing is done as required by 

MDEQ.  and MIOSHA requirements are also followed, which must be done when crushers are 

on site.  Discussed soil erosion permits, laws to be followed, storm water runoff, two separate 

designs for water runoff, etc.  Gary Moyle said he does the crushing and they have many permits 

and inspections to meet on dust, soil erosion, ground shaking area covered, and air motion.  

Readings must be done and recorded routinely, lots of regulations to be met, and many of 

agencies that inspect.   

 

Brief discussion by Mike Dayton on all the items built into the plans prior to the blast, safety 

zone, flying rock, all designed so that the site is confined and safe.   

 

Al Reynolds asked for any further questions or concerns, none offered. 

 

 

Public Hearing Closed 

 

 

Gary Wommer remarked he was not ready to make a decision tonight and he appreciated all the 

citizens’ comments and concerns.  He added the dialogue tonight was good and the board will 

keep all your concerns in our decision making process.  He said he can appreciate Smiths’ needs 

also to continue on with his business. 

 

Nick Leach reviewed a few items missing on the application that needs to be added including a 

reclamation plan. Noted Per Section 904B the Commission has 45 days to make a decision and 

they want some work sessions prior to their decision.  Timeline clarified, 45 days from today’s 

session, start counting from today.   
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A citizen asked if the work sessions were open to the public, and when they will be or if they 

would be notified.  The sessions are open, will be posted on door and web site and if they want to 

be notified to let Nick Leach know.   

 

Gary Wommer explained the work sessions are open, but the public cannot comment out of 

designated public comment periods, otherwise work could not be accomplished.  

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Informational Items: None 

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:    Al Reynolds asked for a date for the 

first work session:  August 3rd at 5:30 pm at the Township Hall. 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:57 pm made by Gary Wommer, Seconded by Thyra 

Karlstrom.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 
 


