
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2016 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Thyra Karlstrom, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen 

 

Members Excused:  Jim Thams 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen, and Dick Supina 

 

Public in Attendance:  None 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the August 9th meeting and the work session from August 

31st will be held until the next meeting so that commissioners have time to review them. 

 

Public Comment:  None 

  

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  None 

 

Old Business:  
  

A.  Associated Constructors Private Road Application:  

 

The application is on one road length on the east end of the property coming off of CR-492 

heading north approximately 1,500 feet at a 6.5% grade with the road banks stabilized at either a 

2:1 or 3:1 ratio with heavy mulch and seeding.  There is no defined timeline for road 

development.  Discussed many details were still vague in the request.   

 

The language within the Zoning Ordinance that expressly prohibits any excavation within Tier 1 

and Tier 2 of the Wellhead Protection Area was discussed at length.  The language prohibits the 

commissioners from approving the application that proposes excavation as defined in the Zoning 

Ordinance.  Dick Supina, Township Engineer, was present to discuss the project in conjunction 

with the aquifer.  It was noted that this is the “Only” aquifer in the township. Supina explained to 

the commissioners that when the Wellhead Protection Plan was being drafted, the Wellhead 

Protection Committee worked closely with the Planning Commission to make sure proper 
measures were implemented for protecting the Wellhead Protection Area. Further discussed how 

this is a very valuable asset and very few townships in the U.P. have good water or any natural 

aquifers.   

 



 

 

The definition of excavation was discussed at length:  Extraction, Mineral Extraction, Site 

Preparation, Leveling and Grading, Marquette Twp. Leveling and Grading paperwork, all 

discussed.  If the definitions need to be clarified, then the Wellhead Protection Plan needs to be 

consistent also.   

 

The Commission asked Nick Leach to send them information on Leveling and Grading for 

further review.  Thyra Karlstrom asked Dick Supina what is the major risk with removing sand 

in that area?  Dick Supina explained there are two major areas of concern, first being a Potential 

Spill (very difficult to clean up) and second is Filtration.  The chance for contamination then 

discussed. 

 

Gary Wommer discussed the dilemma he has in that he wants to be fair to property owners, but 

at the same time wants to protect the water source,  preserve the availability of good water for 

township property owners, and provide safety for all township citizens.  Further noted good 

“Water” sources are very limited and a valuable commodity.  Further discussed the need for local 

government to get it right.   

 

The application was submitted at the August 09, 2016 meeting.  Discussed if the commission 

was able/ready to vote on the application.   

 

Thyra Karlstrom made a motion to deny the Associated Constructors Private Road Application 

based on the following standards set out in the Zoning Ordinance: 

 § 603 B-5       Private road maintenance agreement 

 § 603 B-7       Anticipated beginning and ending dates 

 § 603 B-8       Dust control measures to be implemented 

 § 605 J           Legal description for road and parcels 

 § 605 N          Lacks legal description and not signed 

 § 605 M-1      No method of financing, incl. snow removal 

 § 605 N-2       No workable method to portion off improvements 

 Table 6.5-1     Using 24” sub-base, needs 36” 

 § 905-3-a.       No Access permit 

 § 905 11         Existing utilities not on site plan 

 § 907 A          Not harmonious and efficient with topography 

 Table 3.2-2     Excavation is not permissible in Tiers 1&2 
 

Seconded by Lisa Petersen.   Al Reynolds asked for any further discussion.   Motion called by Al 

Reynolds:  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

New Business:  None 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

 

 

 

Informational Items:   



 

 

 

A.  Exclusionary Zoning: 

 

Nick Leach passed out an article on “Exclusionary Zoning Under Common Law and the 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act”.  The article addressed the billboards with respect to old and 

new billboards.  This was briefly discussed noting that this was a discussion under the Sign 

Ordinance project.  Noted this was good information.   

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:    None 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:30 pm made by Gary Wommer,  Seconded by Lisa 

Petersen.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 
 


