
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 

September 19, 2017 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Thyra Karlstrom, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Jim Thams 

 

Members Excused:  None 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen 

 

Public in Attendance:  6 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the August 15, 2017 meeting reviewed.  Motion made to 

approve the minutes by Gary Wommer,  second by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimous. 

 

Public Comment:  None 

  

Addition or Correction to Agenda:   Nick Leach requested to add under Informational Items 

“B.  SBA Document” and asked to add a work session to the meeting.   Motion made by Thyra 

Karlstrom to accept agenda with the addition of “B.  SBA Document”,  seconded by Jim Thams.  

Motion passed unanimous.   
 

A general discussion led by Gary Wommer on the proposed work session took place.  Jim Thams 

suggested we may need a work session with the board first, prior to having one with the public.  

Al Reynolds explained we need recommendation from the board first to move forward,  and 

discussed the need to see if the board wants to opt out or move forward with this.   

 

Old Business:  
 

A.  None 

 

New Business: 

 

A.  MMFLA Public Forum Results: 

 

Nick Leach past out a sample ordinance from Michigan State University Extension and his notes 

from the Public Forum.  A general discussion took place with many questions and comments 

from the public in attendance.  Most of the discussion was educating the public present on the  

Care Giver Law and the new proposed MMFLA law.  The two public forums that were held in 



 

 

the township were reviewed,  further reminding the group the purpose of those forums were to 

see what the community wants.  

  

Some of the issues brought up: 

 

* Not sure there was enough representation from Negaunee Twp. at forums, possibly 3 or 4 

present,  questioning if that gives us a vision of what the community feels. 

* Discussed the need for the businesses not to be in residential areas. 

* Traffic control, who polices, discussed 

* Pharmacies will not distribute because it is still Illegal at the Federal level 

* Water, power, waste, compose- with this type of plant or commercial kitchen discussed and all 

the services needed to make it work 

* Transporters discussed-can’t go across state lines 

* There may be a lot of failures initially 

* Seed to sale tracking could be a nightmare and not logical 

* Reviewed the license is for one year,  will need to get one every year 

* Building may be leased to the growers or processors  

* Odor to processing discussed- need for rules on filters etc.  Odor described as a pungent skunk 

smell 

* Township can set the number of licenses to be given out 

* Explained there are 3 levels of licenses in the growers license:  500 plants, 1,000 plants, or 

1,500 plants,  therefore size needs to be looked at also 

* Would Leach have to police business since he oversees ordinances? 

* Does the township need to deputize a police person? 

* State Police may play a part in this -inspect- check books? 

* One of the public present is going to Lansing to be in a state group to discuss the issues like 

over-site-waste disposal-product testing-quality control-tax monies-where does it go-what % at 

point of sale-etc. 

* Lots of gray areas 

* What is in this for the Township, why are we doing this, don’t see any good coming from this? 

* Fear it may devalue the township, become more of a Forsyth Township, lower value of our 

homes.  We have a good township would hate see that ruined 

* Patients feel it helps them, presently travel to Houghton to get it, even if its a placebo effect it 

still helps them which is ok 

* Added this is still Illegal and has a stigma attached to it 

* Commission has an obligation to the township community, do not want this to hurt the 

township in any way-still don’t know how it will affect us 

* Still need to know the Board’s point of view- to opt in or opt out? 

* This is an opportunity to have some management - it has been illegal but it is still everywhere 

* Can one evoke this if opt in- or- wait to see how goes and then opt in? 

* Could be an attraction to the township as well by default if Negaunee twp is the only one doing 

it 

* Maybe Leach could contact other townships with sites such as Houghton and see what issues 

they may have 

* A person from Canada there explained how this could become a huge industry and operation 

with chemists, engineers, sales, marketing, jobs, proper disposal, with a large investment, 



 

 

further explaining his group is interested in a processing plant, has many investors for this new 

industry, a Corporate is interested from Canada,  could be big economics for State of Michigan 

* Suggested Sands and Chocolay Townships are looking at this to, and one other twp has opted 

out 

* One person felt it is going to happen and it can happen here or in neighboring townships 

* Some mention of growers “stacking licenses” 

* Security of facilities discussed- fencing- cameras- etc. 

 

Discussed how to move forward from here with the need to go to the next Board meeting 

October 12th and see if they want a special meeting to discuss the issues and education on the 

issues, then decide from there where to go,  plus the possibility of putting together an ad hoc 

committee with some public members and/or who would be on the committee.  Nick Leach to 

put together a packet to be given to the Board members.  Gary Wommer to bring to the next 

board meeting. 

 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Informational Items:  

 

A.  Budget 

  

Nick Leach explained the need for a line item for training and he will followup on this. 

 

B. SBA Document 

 

Nick Leach passed out the SBA Document briefly explaining it is about consolidating 

Telecommunication towers,  primarily informational.  

 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:    None 

 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 7:22 pm made by Lisa Petersen,  Seconded by Thyra 

Karlstrom.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 

 
 


