
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 

November 09, 2016 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Thyra Karlstrom, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Jim Thams 

 

Members Excused:  None 

 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen, Steve Laine 

 

Public in Attendance:  One 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the October 11th meeting reviewed.  Motion to approve 

the minutes as written from Gary Wommer, second by Thyra Karlstrom, motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Public Comment:  None 

  

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  Nick Leach asked to add under New Business: A.  

Township Fire Department Expansion Courtesy Review.  Motion made to do so by Thyra 

Karlstrom,  seconded by Al Reynolds.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Old Business:  
  

A.  Sign Ordinance Update: 

 

The commission reviewed the following sections: 

 

Nick Leach explained he added the sign types from Section 807 to the definitions list and 

referenced the section.  Section 809 language from the City of Livonia has been used to make it 

clear that no new billboards will be permitted in the township.   

 

Nick Leach presented his research on Section 808.  The packets passed out had a table “Exhibit 

2-wall sign- basic allowances”. This is put out by the Signage Foundation and sets wall sign 

sizing based on various zoning classes.  Nick Leach then explained what he thinks are the best 
fits for our GB and RB districts.  Also in the packets is another table titled “Methodology for 

estimating the appropriate area of freestanding signs”.  This table breaks down appropriate 

square footage based on speed limit.  This seems to be consistent with the limits set in Chocolay 

Twp. and does indicate that the allowances in Marquette Twp. appear to be on the high side.  



 

 

Also in the packets:  The Relationship between Highway Characteristics and Sign Standards, and 

Recommended Legislative Language.  Nick further explained he took the liberty of updating 

Section 808 but did not assign sizes to the signs.  After a lengthy discussion, the commissioners 

decided on: Wall 

* Restricted A. 1. a. -to be 2.5 per lineal foot. 

* Business A. 2. a. - to be 3 per lineal foot 

* Industrial A. 3. a. - 3 per lineal foot 

* Residential A. 5. c. - 40 sq. ft. 

* Remove Forestry (#4) and add it to Residential district. 

 

Free Standing Signs: (model based on speed) 

*Restricted B - 235 Square ft 

*General B - 235 Sq ft 

*Industrial - 235 Sq ft 

* Forestry- same as Residential 

 

Nick Leach updated the Committee on a recent article in Michigan Township Focus that pertains 

to sign ordinances and content neutrality.  After reading the article, he explained we may need to 

revisit how our ordinance will be regulating in Section 807.  The article cautions regulating signs 

such as political and yard sale differently as that could be interpreted as content regulation.  This 

could be looked at as “strict interpretation”.  A different route would be to remove mention of 

any named specific sign type and replace this section with regulations based on size and location 

only.  The article referenced a new sign ordinance from Hamburg Twp. down state, and Nick 

Leach is trying to get a copy of this.  To date, Nick has not heard back from them.   

 

The Committee reviewed Section 807 at length.  Jim Thams noted in #1 “No hunting” signs had 

other types of signs under it.  Thyra asked Nick to give a visual example of the content of how to 

revise the Ordinance.  Nick explained there would be 3 types of signs allowed without a permit:  

Temporary, Permanent, and Special Temporary Event Signs.  Ideas of sizes in each category 

discussed.  Discussed which numbers (1-15) would fit under which of the three categories.  

Committee asked Nick to put this together for next meeting and try to get a copy of the Hamburg 

Twp.’s new ordinance.   

 

Also discussed: 

* Under Residential Neighborhoods add must conform to  “clear vision” requirement per 

Marquette County Road Commission and/or MDOT Standards. 

*Keep under temporary signs- must be removed 10 days after event. 

* Nick presented a draft language to add to Section 708 - PUD sign regulations.  Agreed to add 

to the Ordinance.  

 

Nick to consolidate all and bring to next meeting for review. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

New Business:   
 

A.  Township Fire Department Courtesy Review of Expansion:  

 

Nick Leach presented the Expansion for the fire hall, 25 X 72 ft. addition for offices and a 

training center.  Explained the Twp. is technically exempt from zoning.  Decided the Zoning 

Administrator could sign off on the plans.  

 

 Public Comment:  None 

 

Informational Items:  None 

  
Additional Comments from Commission Members:    None 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 7:17 pm made by Thyra Karlstrom, Seconded by Jim 

Thams.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 
 


