
Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

Public Hearing 
 

Meeting Minutes 

November 27, 2017 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Jim Thams, Thyra Karlstrom 

 

Members Excused:  None 

 

Public in Attendance:  10 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from November 14, 2017 meeting reviewed. Gary Wommer 

noted a typo on first page, 4
th

 line up from bottom –out change to our.  Al Reynolds noted on 2
nd

 

page 25/7 should be 24/7.  Motion made to approve the minutes with these changes by Gary 

Wommer, second by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimous. 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Addition or Correction to Agenda:   Nick Leach requested to add under Informational Items or 

where needed “Alternative Regulations for Odor Control”. 

 

Public Hearing: Zoning Text Amendments to Articles II, III, X, & XI 
 

Al Reynolds read the rules for a Public Hearing.  Nick gave a brief over view of why the Public 

Hearing was held.   

 

Public Hearing opened at 5:40 pm by Al Reynolds: 

 

Public 1.  How will it be determined who gets the license when multiple people apply due to the 

limited number?  PC: First come bases.  Applications will be stamped with a date and time when 

turned in to Nick Leach.   

 

Public 2.  When will the applications be out?  PC:  The County meets next week and the Twp. 

Board meets Dec 14
th

, once approved and changes made, the applications will be out. 

 

Public 3.  Application for State is a twostep process and one must have the permit from the 

Township before applying to the State.  Also, real-estate is limited and finding a place may be 

difficult.  Is the township willing to let someone apply for a permit with a business plan and a 



theoretical future site?  Hoarding licenses briefly discussed.  PC:  Need to know site for zoning 

ordinance but it is thought the township is willing to work with the public. 

 

With no further comments, Al Reynolds closed the Public Hearing at 5:51 pm. 

 

Definitions- no changes 

 

Sect 310- Changes in red reviewed with no further changes 

 

Sect 1005- changes in red reviewed.  B and C questioned and discussed but left as is at this time. 

B-5 and C-7 insert the draft “Regulations Odor Control” prepared by Jim Thams.  Jim Thams 

explained to the Public present the change is, instead of the township regulating odor control, the 

business has a system designed and approved by an engineer which is presented to the township 

that controls odors.   

 

Sect 1109- Reviewed- No changes 

 

Thyra Karlstrom noted “religious institutions” is not in the definitions.  This will be re-visited at 

a future date. 

 

Jim Thams made a motion to accept the changes.  Gary Wommer seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed unanimous.   

 

Old Business:  
 

A. MMFLA Sample Application 

 

 

MMFLA draft Application reviewed.  A general discussion took place with public input on the 

process to apply with no site or location.  Discussed “Who” gets the permit if no site or with a 

site, possibly the need for a time frame to wait for site approval,  hoarding a permit, addition of a 

check-off box with Purchase/Lease agreement contingent upon approval, or Other, the need for 

attorney to review, and to leave as is.  It was decided to leave as is for now and to consult the 

attorney.   

 

On the 5
th

 page the paragraph on “toxic, or flammable materials” was discussed at length.  It was 

noted that the government regulates this, OSHA, not the township.  The township doesn’t require 

this in other businesses.  The state permit covers this subject significantly, public added. Asked 

why Does Township need to know and do they want to store all this information?  Decision 

made to strike this from the application. 

 

Public made a suggestion that the state is doing an extensive background check when applying 

for a license and the township may not need to spend the time and money to do this.  After a 

general discussion, it was noted that if a person was found to have a felony, then the township 

permit could be given to the next person waiting for one, verses taken up by someone and then 

denied at the State level.  Question asked wonder if someone checks the box “No”?  Further 



discussed was if a person is denied at the state level, how will the township know that?  Noted 

that there will be many questions and hurdles with this new program the first year, to be worked 

out.  PC decided to change from yes/no box to:  By your signature you authorize the Township to 

perform a background check.   

 

Jim Thams added the “Ventilation” statement should be an overview and the business plan to be 

more specific and provide the detailed description. 

 

Thyra Karlstrom asked if the Township Board needs to approve the application.  Nick Leach 

responded that he asked Bill Carlson that question and he said they do not need to approve it.   

 

 

New Business: 

 

A.  None 

 

Public Comment:  Public commented on hoarding a license, if denied by State can the person 

sell the township permit, should the applicant notify the township, cannot enforce this, limited 

licenses will be a rush to get, line outside Leach’s office,  etc.  Nick Leach added the permits are 

non-transferable and could not be sold.    

 

Informational Items:  None 

   

Additional Comments from Commission Members:   
 

Next meeting is 12/12 with the next board meeting on 12/14. 

 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 7:03 pm made by Gary Wommer, seconded by Thyra 

Karlstrom.  Motion passed unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 

 
 

 


