
Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

 

December 11, 2018 

 

Meeting called to order:  Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Gary Wommer, Lisa Petersen, Thyra Karlstrom, Jim Thams 

Members Excused: 0 

Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen 

Public in Attendance: 0 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the November 06, 2018 meeting reviewed.  Thyra Karlstrom noted 

two corrections, under Public Comment, A. “moving” should be “move” and the second to last line on 

the first page reads “broad ban” which should be “broadband”.  Motion made to approve the minutes 

with corrections by Jim Thams, seconded by Gary Wommer, motion passed unanimous. 

Public Comment:  None 

Addition or Correction to Agenda:   

Nick Leach added under New Business C. Gravel Bill, and under Informational B. 510 Connector, & C. 

Dead River Community Forest.  Motion by Jim Thams to approve the agenda with the additions, second 

by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimous.  

Old Business: 

A.  Master Plan Update 

Nick Leach included in the packets a brief list of services that CUPPAD offers regarding Master Plan 

updating.  Ryan Soucy is currently working on updating the City of Munising’s Master Plan and his letter 

was passed out for review.  He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners and also 

trained in the Charrettes Process. Leach added he called U. P. Engineers and Architects and McKenna 

Associates but have not heard back from them.  At the September meeting it was recommended that 

this should be a complete overhaul for the township’s Master Plan which will take some time to 

accomplish.  The Committee discussed the next steps, time frame, need to collect more data, possibly 

get a copy of Munising’s Master Plan when completed, the need for Board involvement, and a budget to 

accomplish this project. 

New Business: 

A.  Recreational Marijuana 



Nick Leach presented a sample ordinance from the Michigan Twp. Assoc. to “opt-out” of the Marihuana 

Establishment Ordinance.  The Twp. residents voted: Yes-798 and No-802, a 4-vote difference.  How the 

State will proceed is still unknown and may take years.  Committee decided to table for now and wait to 

see the States direction.  

B.  Street Light Project 

This project started with a past intern, Ryan Diederichsen mapping the location of all street lights and 

cross referencing the information with the Board of Light and Power for data on bulb types, lights to be 

removed/installed, and installation dates. The map of lights projected on the screen for review and 

discussion.  Discussed the need for lights by bus stops, trails, curves, the cost of lights ($17 per street 

light/$35,000 per year), bus stops changing as kids grow-up, residents paying for their own lights, new 

led lights/replacements, and removal of some street lights.  Input noted by Nick Leach. 

C.  Gravel Bill 

Handout reviewed on a State Bill SB 1210 sponsored by Sen. Tom Casperson and discussed at the Senate 

Natural Resources Committee this week.  The bill is scheduled to move through the Senate next week.  

Under SB 1210 local units would be banned from preventing, prohibiting or denying a permit, approval 

or other authorization of mining natural resources if the resources were valuable and mining would not 

result in serious consequences.  The burden of proof would be placed on the local unit of government or 

party challenging.  MTA is opposed to the bill and urges members to contact government officials asking 

for a NO vote.  Thyra Karlstrom made a motion to send a letter to our government officials opposing this 

bill.  Seconded by Lisa Petersen, motion passed unanimous.   

Public Comment: None 

Informational Items:  

A.  Budget 

Reviewed.  Jim Thams suggested requesting the Board to look at adding a line item for a Master Plan 

Update, with Nick Leach suggesting $30,000.  To go to Board for review. 

B. 510 Road Connector 

Gary Wommer and Nick Leach further researched the options of possibly connecting County Rd. 510 to 

US-41.  They walked the properties with a road commission engineer looking at curves and options to 

connect the two roads.  A map was up on the screen for review and several options were pointed out to 

the committee.   The funding would be through “Category F” funding of which the road commission may 

have available in about 3 years which would also coincide with MDOT’s plans for US-41 construction in 

about 3 years.  

C. Dead River Community Forest 

Nick Leach informed the committee that the Dead River Community forest preservation announced they 

were starting a steering committee to meet in January (this is the land by the steel bridge).  Leach will 

inform the committee of when the date is set so members can attend if they so wish.   

 



 

Additional Comments from Commission Members:  

Mineral Rights brought up and briefly discussed, however there was very little information on this.  

Committee asked Leach to see what he could find out on this subject. 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:31 pm by Thyra Karlstrom, seconded by Jim Thams.  Motion 

approved unanimous. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 


