
 

 

Negaunee Township Zoning Board of Appeals 

Public Hearing 
Meeting Minutes 

September 11th, 2017 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Meeting called to order:  Meeting called to order at 5:32 pm by Steve Laine 
 
Members Present:  Steve Laine, Eugene Maki, Lisa Petersen 
 
Members Absent:   
 
Others Present:  Nick Leach, 2 Public  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from August 8th, 2017 reviewed.  Motion by Gene Maki 
to approve the minutes as written. Seconded by Steve Laine.   Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Addition or Correction to Agenda:  None 
 
 

Public Hearing #1 
 Opened:  Public Hearing opened by Steve Laine.  Rules of Public Hearing 

reviewed.  
 
 
Purpose of Public Hearing:  
 
Steve Laine stated purpose of Public Hearing: Mr. and Mrs. Kulju are requesting a 
dimensional variance for rear lot line setback reductions on a new detached garage on 
their property located at 105 North Basin Drive.   
 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Ann Kulju explained to the ZBA that after her hearing in August, her and the architect 
revisited the site and determined that the layout of the property would be better served if 
the garage was moved closer to North Basin Drive. The garage would now be located 
further east on the property with the doors facing west to allow cars to drive onto the 
property and swing into the garage rather than accessing the garage directly from North 
Basin Drive.  
 



 

 

Leach gave Lisa Petersen a brief update on the property and what was discussed at the 
August meeting in her absence to clarify any questions on setback and lot line 
discussion.  
Ann Kulju continued that TriMedia went back to the site and measured the distance 
from the right-of-way to the garage at 6.5 feet.  
 

Public Hearing Closed 

 
Additional Comments from Commission Members:   
 
Brief discussion that the location of the garage will be better because it will allow more 
turn around area for vehicles coming off and getting on North Basin Drive and this will 
also move the garage further from the steep cliff leading to the water.  
 
Motion Made to approve the rear lot line setback to 6.5 feet for the detached garage by 
Maki, seconded by Petersen. Motion Passed Unanimously.  
 
 

Public Hearing #2 
Opened:  Public Hearing opened by Steve Laine.  Rules of Public Hearing 

reviewed.  
 
Purpose of Public Hearing:  
 
Steve Laine stated purpose of Public Hearing: Lee Ossenheimer is requesting a 
dimensional variance to allow the construction of an accessory structure larger than 720 
sqft. before the construction of a principal structure on property located at 120 Arbutus 
Trail.   
 
Public Comments: 
 
Mr. Ossenheimer explained his interest in the property and the long term intentions 
behind his request for a variance. Ossenheimer lives adjacent to the property at 116 
Arbutus Trail and wants to expand with the intention of building a home for his children 
in the future. Ossenheimer questioned what lot line would be considered his “front lot 
line” based on the fact that his property is zoned R-3 but this parcel does not have 
waterfront access.  
 
Leach gave an overview of the definition and noted that the application would conform 
to setback requirements regardless of what line is defined as “front”. Laine noted the 
discussion and because the applicant is not requesting a lot line variance, this issue 
should be referred to the Planning Commission for review.  
 

Public Hearing Closed 

 
Additional Comments from Commission Members:   



 

 

 
Maki asked Ossenheimer to clarify where is home is compared to where the garage will 
be built. Ossenheimer addressed the ZBA with a map to identify locations.  
 
Laine asked about access on Arbutus Trail. Ossenehimer detailed the history of what is 
known as Arbutus Trail and noted that it is not a deeded easement and it is inaccurately 
portrayed on the County Road Map. Ossenheimer gave an overview of how properties 
are accessed by him and his neighbors and that the road known as “Island Drive” does 
not exist how it is portrayed rather it is only a dirt walking path that he and the neighbors 
use. Ossenehimer also explained how several years ago a previous Township 
Employee gave Arbutus Trail a name and addressed his properties.  
 
Maki suggested Ossenheimer should go to the County Roam Commission with this 
information and request their assistance.  
 
Discussion on easement and issues with grandfathered private roads concluded with 
the understanding that if this property was to be sold, an easement would need to be 
written into the deed.  
 
Petersen asked what parcel the house was located on, Ossenheimer noted on his 
handout map it is known as “Parcel C”, 
 
Laine asked what side the front lot line was for the permits for buildings on Parcel C, 
Ossenheimer explained at the time of permitting the front was the side toward the water.  
 
Discussion on definition of front lot line for waterfront properties does not fit well for R-3 
parcels without waterfront access.  
 
Motion Made to approve Ossenheimer’s request to build an accessory structure larger 
than 720 sqft. without a principal structure by Maki, seconded by Laine. Motion Passed 
Unanimously.  
 
Public Comment:  
 
None 
 
Additional Comments from Board Members:    
 
None 
 
Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 6:20 pm by Makei, seconded by Petersen.  Motion 
Passed Unanimously.   
 
Submitted by: 
Nick Leach 
Planning and Zoning Administrator 
 


