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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting – April 11, 2013 
 
Call to Order 
 
William Carlson, Township Supervisor, called the meeting to order at 7:00  p.m. with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   Other Board members present included John Ennett, Carl Nurmi, Rachel Sertich and Duane 
Soine. 
 
Absent:      None        
 
Agenda 
 
Board members reviewed the agenda.   Upon motion of  John Ennett, seconded by Carl Nurmi,  the 
agenda as presented was approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Board members reviewed minutes for the Budget Hearing, Annual Meeting and Regular Board Meeting 
held on March 21, 2013.  Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by Carl Nurmi, the minutes as presented 
were approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Public Comment 

 
Travis Reamer, 37 West Jarvi Road, addressed the Board regarding Jarvi Road and whether any 
possibility existed for improvements to be done to the roadway.    He noted the road is seasonal, and 
within the next few weeks as the frost leaves the ground, the road will become extremely soft.    
Residents on the road feel it should be widened and re-ditched to improve drainage.  The Supervisor 
noted this issue would be discussed in a bit more detail under Old Business.    
 
Mike Quayle, 1700 Mildred, Marquette, complimented the Planning Commission on the manner in which 
the April 9

th
 meeting was conducted and how individuals in attendance were allowed ample opportunity 

to speak on the issue, including some people speaking a second time.   He also posed a question as to 
when the Zoning meeting would be held.   He was informed a Planning work session was to be held on 
April 17, 2013 beginning at 5 p.m. at the Township Hall. 
 
Chris Lunseth, 120 Hardwood Lane, spoke to the Board regarding Michigan House Bill 4746 dealing 
with Zoning and natural resource mining.  He believes if the Bill is taken through the court system it will 
be ruled as unconstitutional.   With regards to the proposed gravel pit on Co. Rd. 510, he feels it makes 
no sense to have such a facility in the middle of a residential area. 
 
Gary, Wommer, 64 Co. Rd. 510, spoke as a member of the Planning Commission.   He noted the 
Commission is in a hard spot.  He has followed the issue since 2011, and originally the Michigan 
Township Association and Michigan Municipal League were denied the ability to comment on HB 4746 
legislation.   It was once thought Townships could not do anything about the Bill.  However, this is 
changing.  The topic was tabled at the last Commission meeting for due diligence to be completed, and 
when a decision is made it will not be based on the fear of a possible lawsuit.  The Commission may ask 
a local appraiser to review the information to see how a gravel pit operation could impact local appraisal 
values.  In addition, they wish to speak to people who live near a gravel pit for their input. 
 
George Belkowski, 152 County Road 510, addressed his concerns about Section 5 of House Bill 4746 
which references whether “very serious consequences would result from the extraction.”   He is 
wondering who actually decides whether or not very serious consequences exist. 
 
Old Business    
 
Seasonal Garbage Billing Rate    The Township Supervisor noted he had received complaints from 
several residents with regards to the rate increase for seasonal garbage collection.  The current fee is for a 
6 month period at a total cost of $72.   After discussion, Board members felt this rate was reasonable.  
Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by John Ennett, the Board will leave seasonal garbage collection 
for a term of 6 months at a fee of $12 per month ($72 total).   Motion Carried. 
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Jarvi Road    The Township Supervisor noted the Township had signed contracts requested with the 
Marquette County Road Commission  for work to be performed on Wilderness Road and Annex Road.  
The Township must work within the Road Fund budget to finance upgrades to Township facilities.  As 
such, no work would be performed on Jarvi Road. 
 
New Business    
 
UP Young Professional Conference  Board members reviewed a request for the Zoning Administrator to 
attend the Young Professionals conference in Marquette.  Sessions which would be attended included:  
How to Secure Business Financing, Developing Communication Style and Stress Management.  Upon 
motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by Duane Soine, approval was given for the Zoning Administrator to 
attend the UP Young Professionals Conference in Marquette on April 30, 2013 at a cost of $65.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Subscription to Planning & Zoning News   Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by Rachel Sertich, 
approval was given to renew the Township’s annual subscription to Planning & Zoning News at a cost of 
$185.   Motion Carried. 
 
Miscellaneous Debris Ordinance  Board members reviewed and discussed the proposed Miscellaneous 
Debris Ordinance.   The Township previously had a Miscellaneous Debris and Dilapidated Building 
Ordinance which was being separated into two separate Ordinances.     Upon motion of Duane Soine, 
seconded by Carl Nurmi, Board members approved the Negaunee Township Miscellaneous Debris 
Ordinance effective after meeting publication guidelines.  Motion Carried.   Aye:  5    Nay:  0    Absent:  
0 
 
Office Copier   It was noted the office copy machine ceased working.  While several attempts were made 
to fix the machine, due to the age and cost of parts, it was not cost effective.  A new machine had been 
provided by UP Office, with a $3,610 trade-in to be applied from the old machine.  Upon motion of Carl 
Nurmi, seconded by Duane Soine, approval was given to purchase a new Sharp MX-M260D copy 
machine at a cost of $6,285 (less $3,610 trade-in), along with a maintenance contract at a cost of $490 
annually.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mitchell Road Signage    Board members reviewed a letter from Lisa Petersen, 130 Mitchell Road,  
requesting signage be placed on  the road  to help slow traffic.  Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by 
Carl Nurmi, approval was given for a “Slow – Children at Play” sign to be placed on Mitchell Road. 
Motion Carried.   
 
Resolution of Support – Next Michigan Development Act Amendment  Board members reviewed a 
Resolution of Support to amend the Next Michigan Development Act, which would allow for the 
creation of an additional district in the Upper Peninsula.   Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded by 
Rachel Sertich, the following Resolution was adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 
AMENDMENT TO NEXT MICHIGAN DEVELOPMENT ACT 

TO CREATE NEW DISTRICT 
 

Preamble: The local units of government in the Delta and Marquette County Central Upper Peninsula 

encourage the creation of a Next Michigan Development District for the purpose of bringing one of the 

State’s most powerful economic development incentives to the Upper Peninsula region by requiring the 

Michigan Strategic Fund to designate at least one (1) Next Michigan Development District above the 43 

parallel that consists of two (2) contiguous counties with a combined population of between 100,000 to 

110,000. 

 

WHEREAS,  a micropolitan economic development strategy is a vital regional approach In growing and 

attracting business to the Upper Peninsula. Whereas, the Central Upper Peninsula needs a micropolitan type 

regional economic development policy and Next Michigan Development District which supports a diverse 

set of stakeholder community & business leaders, and support from local elected officials, and from the 

Executive Branch, to realize this significant and unique opportunity.  

 

http://www.negauneetownship.org/ordinances/docs/Misc_Debris_Ordinance.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Upper Peninsula is a geographically and economically diverse portion of the State of 

Michigan. In general terms, the area is too urban to be called rural, but too rural to be called urban, 

Whereas, As Individual units of government in the Upper Peninsula, our area does not have the economic or 

political presence of larger cities in the Lower Peninsula but nevertheless our region has an opportunity to 

Increase the Central Upper Peninsula’s presence in our ability to increase activity in manufacturing, 

distribution and transporting products and raw material supplies. 

 

WHEREAS, the Central Upper Peninsula is a prime candidate for regional economic development zone in 

that the region has:  

 

 A total combined population of 110,000 +/ - 

 Approximately 33 key manufacturers and major employers who employ 15,175 +/ -  

people 

 A diverse multi-modal transportation system in place  
 

WHEREAS, the units of government in Delta and Marquette Counties understand that further collaboration 

and partnering is needed in identifying:  

 

 “Best Practices” in other parts of the State and throughout the country must be identified 

for potential use within the Central Upper Peninsula 

  State and regional economic development planning and policy must be aligned to 

provide a framework for organizing effective policies and investment  

 Elected officials, communities and economic development stakeholders must come 

together in a collaborative model to bring these powerful economic development 

resources to the Upper Peninsula 
 

WHEREAS, the units of government in Delta and Marquette Counties are promoting a regional 

collaboration and partnership in the course of exploring the tremendous opportunities available by the 

creation of a Central Upper Peninsula economic development engine as defined in the Next Michigan 

Development Act No. 275 of 2010 which will promote economic growth focused on multi-modal 

transportation Micropolitan Area Per 2010 Federal Standard 

 

WHEREAS,  these opportunities include the potential to create unprecedented economic development by 

way of locating tomorrow’s economic powerhouses in this region today; creating high paying jobs to ensure 

the attraction and retention of a highly trained and skilled workforce, to ensure our citizens can receive an 

education in Michigan and put their talents to use in this great state, and to achieve a unique investment that 

reflects the impact felt by manufacturers with a long-term perspective.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Negaunee does hereby endorse and support 

bi-partisan legislation to amend the Next Michigan Development Act, Public Act 275 of 2010, MCL 

125.2951. for the purpose of bringing one of the state’s most powerful economic development incentives to 

the Upper Peninsula region by requiring the Michigan Strategic Fund to designate at least one Next 

Michigan Development District above the 43 parallel that consists of two (2) contiguous counties that has a 

combined population of between 100,000 to 110,000. 
 

 Motion Carried 
 Aye:   5     Nay:   0     Absent:   0 
 
Reports 
 
Community Center Board    Board members reviewed the minutes of the Community Center Board 
meeting held on April 4, 2013.   Items highlighted included:  1) renaming of the Waara ball fields to help 
eliminate confusion,  2) Jason Makinen has expressed interest in being the part-time summer employee, 
and 3) the Board is still working on the issue of horses using the Township trails. 
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Fire Department Report   Jeff Kontio, Fire Chief, was on hand to review the monthly Fire / EMS report 
dated  April, 2013.   Items highlighted included:  1) 16 calls for the month of March and 29 calls year-to-
date, 2) training was lecture and demonstration by SEMCO Energy,  and 3) Unit #2188 is at CSI for 
upgrades and should be back to the Department by the end of April. 
 
Water Report    A written Water Report dated April, 2012 from the Water Department Supervisor, Russ 
Williams, was reviewed.  The report noted:   1) new meter installation continues, 2) Dick Supina is 
assisting with specifications for water line extension to ball fields, 3) required water sampling is being 
conducted, 4) only one company has responded regarding assisting the Township with leak detection, 5) 
water customers with meter freeze problems will be notified of the new expense should a new meter 
freeze, as the entire meter then needs to be replaced, and 6) the UP Water Seminar will be held May 8

th
 

and 9
th
.   

 
Water Leak Detection  John Ennett posed a question as to what specific steps were being taken to 
bring a company on board to search for the possible water system leak.  The Water Supervisor 
noted due to the snow depth, the businesses contacted have not shown an interest.  He will 
contact them again as a follow-up. 
 
U.P. Water Seminar May 8

th
 and May 9

th
, 2013   Upon motion of  Carl Nurmi, seconded by 

Duane Soine, approval was given for the Water Department Supervisor to attend the UP Water 
Seminar May 8-9, 2013 in Harris, Michigan.  Motion Carried. 

 
Clerk Report(Bills, Claims)   
 
Water fund checks #6586 through #6598  totaling $8,647.20  were reviewed.  Upon motion of Carl 
Nurmi, seconded by  John Ennett,  the Water fund checks as presented were approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
General Fund checks #21887 through #21972 (total $62,769.75)  and ACH items for March, 2013 (total 
$8,859.69) with a grand total of $71,629.44 were reviewed.  Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by 
Duane Soine, the General fund items presented were approved.   Motion Carried. 
 
Planning Report  Carl Nurmi, Board Liaison, and Joe Scanlan, Zoning Administrator, provided an 
update on the recently held Planning Committee meetings.  Items of interest included:  1) approved the 
conditional use permit for the stable at 144 Kivela Road, and 2) work session will be held on April 17, 
2013 at 5 p.m. to review issues with regards to Kona Ridge’s request for a gravel pit on Co. Rd. 510.  
 
Assessor’s Report    Kelly Laakso’s written monthly Assessor’s report dated April 8, 2013 was reviewed.  
Items highlighted included: 1) Summer Plans (including reappraisal), and 2) Principle Residential 
Exemption, BS&A System Update and Recovery. 
 
Treasurer’s Report   John Ennett, Treasurer, noted:   1) tax season is over the the Township has settled 
with the County, 2) 6 parcels of personal property tax are yet to be collected, and 3) they will seek to 
bring on part-time Treasurer / Assessor Assistant again this year – following the same process as in 2012. 

 
Supervisor’s Report  William Carlson, Township Supervisor, provided an update on Township activities 
since the last Board meeting.  He noted he had 1) followed up on issues with the Dead River Campers 
lawsuit regarding the plat, 2) contacted the MCRC regarding contracts, 3) reviewed information on the 
Next Michigan Development District, and 4) had attended a meeting on the system used to rate the 
quality of roads. 
 
Brownfield Authority   It was noted the Brownfield Administrator is working with the County Planning 
Department to inventory all possible Brownfield sites within the Township in order to make properties 
more marketable to developers.   Property owners permission will be sought before they are included on 
the list.  
eks. 
 
Wellhead Protection Committee   No report. 
 
Advisory Trial Committee   No report. 
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Personnel Committee   No report. 
 
Emergency Management Report   Mr. Carlson noted manuals and maps were up-to-date.    
 
Correspondence 
  

 DEQ Plan 
 Memo to Marquette County Road Commission regarding Letters of Support 
 Co.Rd. 492 Update (Email) 

 
Additional Public Comment   
 
Chris Lunseth, 120 Hardwood, asked if the Township might ever develop soccer fields, as his two 
daughters play for Superiorland Soccer. 
 
Gary Wommer, 64 Co. Rd. 510, speaking as a Township resident, he mentioned the Township residents 
should appreciate the new natural gas line which has been installed.  Also, he suggested the Township 
consider using turn off valves to help detect the water leak. 
 
Mike Quayle, 1700 Mildred, Marquette, addressed the Board on several items including, 1) does the City 
of Marquette have a leak detector the Township could use or rent, 2) learning about the letter of support 
the MCRC wrote for the Co.Rd. 510 gravel pit upsets and concerns him, and 3) the Tax Tribunal issue 
with the stores in Marquette Township who are appealing their property taxes is also a cause for concern. 
 
Informational Items 
 

 MCTA Minutes 
 Legal Action – Dead River Campers Association 
 Invitation – MTA Spring Banquet 

 
Board Member Comment 
 
Duane Soine noted he will be out of town for the Board meeting to be held on May 9, 2013. 
 
John Ennett asked if a letter could be sent to the City of Negaunee recommending repairs be made to the 
West end of Heritage Drive.  The Township Supervisor noted he would forward such a request. 
 
Next Meetings 
 
The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 9, 2013, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Negaunee Township Hall. 

 
Adjournment 
 
No further business appearing, the meeting was duly adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Sertich 
Negaunee Township Clerk 


