
Community Center Board Meeting

November 7, 2013

Patti LaFond, Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board members present include Patti LaFond, Dave Rice, Tommy Spencer, Mike Adams, Dale Rogers, Steve Ayotte

and Board liaison Duane Soine.  Minutes were taken by Jackie Shier.  Absent: Pat Johnson

 

Approval of Minutes

Upon motion of Dale Rogers, seconded by Tommy Spencer the minutes of the October 3, 2013 meeting were

approved.  Motion carried.

Approval of Bills 

Upon motion of Mike Adams, seconded by Steve Ayotte the bills in the amount of $2,225.80, and three additional

bills in the amount of $151.99, bringing the total amount to $2,377.79 were approved.  Motion carried.

Public Comment

Chris Lunseth - 120 Hardwood Ln., Strongly supports approval of the Soccer field. He stated that not all kid’s play

ball. He thought the Soccer field could be used as a multipurpose field.

Mark Paupore - 39 Longyear Dr., spoke in favor of a Soccer field in Negaunee Township.  He believes it would be

well used.

Vicky Paupore - 39 Longyear Dr., also spoke in favor of Soccer field.  She believes it would be a great opportunity

for the Township to be involved in a growing sport.  She stated that there wasn’t any thing on the west end for

Soccer.

Patti LaFond thanked Mr. Lunseth and the Paupore’s for coming and showing their support and stated that the CCB

needed more input from parents and the Academy to justify the expense of a Soccer field.  Jack Curtin the Academy

contact will be back from England in the Spring and will then get with the board for further information.

A question was raided in regard to the field needing a fence.  The need for a fence may be due to the closeness of the

trails.

Reports

Custodian Bob Johnson presented his report and it included: 1) Johnson Control was at the Township on October 7,

2013, 2) They had added sod to the Little League infield, 3) They had a safety meeting with Tommy Spence about

snow blowers, 4) Aerated the south ball field, 5) the picnic tables have been stored for the winter, 6) Three tables,

two 8' and a 6' meed to be replaced.  A new 8' table is $74.98 and the 6' table is $38.88.  There is a total of 41 tables

and 250 people can be seated for an event.  Sixteen chairs also need to be replaced.  At Walmart a set of four chairs

cost $69.00.  Patti asked about the quality of the chairs and Bob stated that they were a good quality. Bob will take

care of the purchase of the tables and chairs. 7) All the portable toilets have been removed, 8) Tennis nets have been

taken down and stored, 9) Trees from the North side entrance have been taken down and will be removed, 10) The

DNR signs have been installed, 11) Boiler Room maintenance has been done, 12) Roof maintenance of checking fan

belts has been completed, 13) Emergency lights and Smoke Detectors have been checked and batteries have been

changed if needed, 14) Scrap metal was sold and $49.00 will go into the CCB fund, 15) The North Ski Trail work

has been completed, 16) Sewage pump price quote from Superior Supply was $794.50. Price included the pump and

float. Bob and Jason will do the installation.  

Upon motion of Tommy Spencer, seconded by Mike Adams the sewage pump and float would be purchased at a cost

of $794.50 with Bob Johnson and Jason Makinen doing the installation. Motion carried.

17) Maintenance on the snow blower is complete, 18) Marcia Chapman purchased 16 new Ping Pong paddles and

balls at a cost of $21.25.  Rita will reimburse Marcia and the money will be taken from Rec. Supplies, 19) Septic

tanks 1 & 2 were pumped by Mr. Sodegren and he will send the CCB a bill, 20) Bob and Jason wanted to know if

they could do the stump removal at a cost of $300.00 a day for machine rental and cost of fuel.  It was decided that

Rudy Goupille should do the work, 21) The wood chips will be taken care of in the Spring, once the ground dries up. 

Dale asked about the three tables and if they would be sold and how.  The sale of the tables would be posted at the

Township and they would be $10.00 each.

OSHA 

Tommy met with Bob and Jason for two safety meetings in October on the leaf blower and the snow blower. 

Tommy reported that they had purchased a really nice limb cutter.

Tommy questioned the switch boxes in the back storage room and did they need locks on the boxes.  It was decided

that yes they should have locks and Bob would take care of getting them installed.

Recreation 

Recreation will start Monday, December 2, 2013.  Patti will ask Rachel to put it on the Township web site.  Brett

Nelson called and said that they would need all new netting for the hockey goals and the frames would need to be

painted with RustOleum paint.  Brett Suggested that they call Derrick Deshane at the Negaunee Ice Arena to see



where they purchase the nets and then for Bob to make the purchase for the nets and paint.  Jason said that they

would paint the frames in the garage. It was suggested that the rubber matting be replaced and Bob will look into

pricing.  Visquene needed to be put down before it snows and they start spreading water.

OLD BUSINESS

Bid Sheets A bid sheet needs to be made up for all future projects that have to have bids.  Mike Adams and Dave

Rice will work on a sample.

5 Year Plan Dave suggested that the CCB look into the grants being distributed by Cleveland Cliffs and Eagle Mine.

Soccer Academy Steve Ayotte walked the ball fields with Jack Curtin before he left for England.  They would like to

run a Soccer Academy in the Spring on the outfields. The Academy would provide the goals and put the lines on the

fields.

UP Disk Golf Steve Ayotte walked the Powder Mill location course with Tim Kopacy and encouraged the CCB

members to check it out.  The Disk Golf Association would need a ($10,000.00 - $25,000.00) money commitment

from the CCB to go ahead and start work on a 18-hole course.  The suggestion was made to start with a nine-hole

course and see what the cost would be.

Sound System  No information was provided.  It was noted that someone from Range Communications came in and

looked the system over.

North Rd. Dale Rogers and Duane Soine will work on the North Road issue.

Shelly Roberts field/Guard Rail Marquette County Road Commission presented the board with an installation cost

for the guardrail in the amount of $8,718.43.  After some discussion a motion was made by Mike Adams, seconded

by Dale Rogers to accept the bid of $8,718.43 for the guardrail materials, labor and installation.  Motion carried.

Fire Dept. Rummage Sale fee After some discussion, a motion was made by Steve Ayotte, seconded by Tommy

Spencer to wave the rental fee for the Fire Dept. Rummage Sale.  Motion carried with Dale Rogers abstaining.

Boiler Testing/Inspection Fee Judy Thompson from MML said that it was a good idea to bring in someone to test

for the hp level but it was not required.

Horse Droppings on Kivela Trail Nothing new has been reported.

Johnson Control  Dale Rogers met with Anthony Macario from Johnson Control, who spoke with Jesse Roberts

regarding the heating and cooling issue.  Mr. Roberts said that our unit on the roof was a good one but that the

controls for the building were a mess.  Johnson Control gave Dale a quote of $18,800.00 to fix the problem.  Patti

stated that for anything more than $5,000.00 had to go out on bids.  Patti asked that Mr. Gene Maki be consulted on

the process.  Dale will contact Mr. Maki.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Fire Dept. hall usage Dale Rogers requested the following dates for hall usage for the Fire Dept.  

August 7, 2014 - National Night Out

September 20, 2014 - Honorary Dinner

October 11, 2014 - Spaghetti Dinner

Upon motion of Tommy Spencer, seconded by Steve Ayotte no fees will be required for the three dates in 2014

requested by the Fire Dept.  Motion carried with Dale Rogers abstaining.

Budget Dave Rice stated that adjustments will have to wait until financial reports from Rachel are available.

Board Comments Steve Ayotte suggested a raise in board member pay.  Patti stated that it would be a decision that

could not be made until the 2014 - 2015 budget meeting.  She asked that the board members come up with a figure

and it would be brought up at the December CCB meeting.

It was suggested to Tommy Spencer that a Portable Toilet be put at the Picket Park on County Rd. 510.  Bob will

have one installed in the Spring.

Adjournment  

Upon motion of Patti LaFond, seconded by Tommy Spencer the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Jackie Shier

Negaunee Township Deputy Clerk


