
Negaunee Township Community Center Board of Directors
February 2, 2012

Chairman Patti LaFond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

Present: Patti LaFond, Dave Rice, Tom Spencer, Dale Rogers, Pat Johnson, Bob Johnson, Brett
Nelson, Jason Makkinen, Bill Sanders, Marcia Chapman. 

Absent: Jeff Alexander, Steve Ayotte, and Duane Soine.

Approval of the Minutes: A motion by Tom Spencer, support by Dave Rice to approve the minutes of
the January 5, 2012 meeting. All in favor, motion carried.

Approval of the Bills: A motion by Tom Spencer, support by Patti LaFond to approve the bills in the
amount of $1,930.73. All in favor, motion carried.

Public Comment: Bill Sanders from the Sanders & Czapski Associates attended to give the board
information on what is needed to pursue the grant from the DNR for the land purchase. His position will
be to administer the grant process and to see that everything needed to receive the grant will be done
properly and on time. Two things must be done ASAP. 1- A land assessment must be done to make
sure the property is clean and not contaminated. 2- A title search must also be completed on the
proposed land purchase. In addition to this, we must also get a property description, which shows the
property lines, the township office can provide this. We also need to get the property appraised again
for the DNR won’t accept the last appraisal to award the grant money. Bill will keep in touch with Patti
LaFond to keep the process moving.

Brett Nelson and Jason Makinen gave a report on the ice rink. Everything going well, good turn out of
skaters. With cooperation with the weather, they have put together a 4 on 4 hockey tournament for
Saturday February 11th. They have approx. 100 participants to play in this no fee tournament. If things
go well, a bigger and better tournament could happen next year. This 4 on 4 is for high school age kids
and older. Under the input of attorney Kevin Koch, a form will be signed by all team Captains that this
is not a township function and that you participate at your own risk, Rita made up the forms. They also
mounted removable wheels on the John Deere so they can ride next to the boards so it’s easier to clean
the ice surface. They also painted the entire warm-up building, including the picnic table. The rubber
belting covering the floor of the ice shack is also in need of replacement. Brett had a cost estimate from
a company of $2.84 per square foot for the locking 24x24 tiles to cover 300 sq. ft., approx.
$850.00.He will get more prices for the March meeting. Dale will also contact Jeff Cram from the
school for there was belting available and no longer used at the football field.

Marcia Chapman gave a report on the Rec program. The broom ball equipment came in and is ready
to go, 2 balls and 12 sticks. The Board now needs to set up a rental contract for this equipment along
with a rental fee and required deposit. The mens 35+ basketball program will start on February 12th at
6:00pm. Marcia also wants to do an adult intro to hockey program from 8-9 on either Saturday or
Sunday evenings. She already has been working with a few individuals who really enjoy it. A motion by
Patti La Fond, support by Dale to go forward with the Hockey intro program. All in favor, motion
carried. She also spoke to Dean Schultz from the Negaunee Little League about updating and cleaning



the Little League showcase in the gym, he will do that. The Boy Scouts also are going to put up some
new signs.

Bob’s Report: The chalk has been ordered for baseball. He replaced the plexi-glass in the information
box on the outside wall of the warm-up building. All the offices have been shampooed. A gym window
was broken during evening recreation and it’s been replaced. All three signs are now up showing where
to access the ski trails, one on M-35 and two in the parking lot. Ski trails are in good shape with an 8-
10 inch base. Bob is going to purchase a two-sided sign for the ski trails at Kivela, these trails also are
not marked well for people to see. A motion by Patti LaFond, support by Tom, to purchase this sign
for the cost of  $180.00 from Signs Now. All in favor, motion carried.

Old Business: 
1. DNR Grant Process / Committee- This topic was discussed earlier in the meeting with Bill

Sanders. Patti will work with Bill on the necessary requirements.
2. MDOT Highway Signage- Patti checked on the cost of placing a sign on US-41 advertising our

ski and foot trails. The cost would be $360.00 per year from a company contracted by the
state called Michigan Logo, Company named TODS. This item to be tabled for the future.

3. Four on Four Hockey Tournament- This topic was also discussed earlier in the report from
Brett and Jason.

4. Bid on Property-Patti LaFond spoke with Mr. Hunter Jenkins with the Forestland Group and
submitted a bid of $11,500.00 per acre, this was the appraised cost. He will contact her on the
result of the offer.

New Business:
1. Warra Field- Dave Rice was approached by Chuck Poole who wanted to know 

why the fence is not being moved back on the girl’s field. After a short discussion with him,
Dave felt that a meeting needs to be scheduled with the Rec Board and officials with the Little
League to discuss this matter. Patti will contact the League President to set up this meeting.

2. Five Year Plan- The five year plan must be gone over and approved again by a 
December 15, 2012 deadline. Patti will see Rita for the wording that will be needed for the
Mining Journal ad requesting a bid for an outside service to do this. 

3. Treasurer Dave Rice requested that an adjustment be made to the budget after the 
Third quarter in the following line items: Park Expansion, Special Projects, and Rec Supplies.
Motion by Dale, support by Patti LaFond to adjust the budget as requested. All in favor,
motion carried. Dave also gave the board a proposed 2012 / 2013 look at the budget should
there be any questions for he may not be at the March meeting when it will need to voted on
by the board.

Adjournment: Patti made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:54pm, support by Tom. All in favor,
motion carried.

Acting Secretary,

Dale R. Rogers        


