
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes  

April 9, 2013 

 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 

 

Members Present: Al Reynolds, Gary Wommer Dennis Potila and Carl Nurmi 

Excused Absence: Jim Thams 

 

Meeting Minutes Approval: The commission reviewed the minutes of the March 12, 2013 

Planning Commission meeting.  Commissioner Nurmi made the motion to approve the reviewed 

minutes, seconded by commissioner Potila.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Agenda: No changes were made. 

 

Old Business: Tabled from the March 12, 2013 meeting  

 

 ◦ Conditional Use request by Duane LeMoine and Jennifer Smith to operate 

    a Boarding Stable and Riding Academy at their residential property 

    located at 144 Kivela Rd. 

 

With the presentation of a manure management plan, a motion was made by Commissioner 

Nurmi, seconded by Commissioner Wommar, to support the Conditional Use request by Duane 

LeMoine and Jennifer Smith to operate a Boarding Stable and Riding Academy at their 

residential property located a 144 Kivela Rd.  Motion carried. 

 

New Business: 
 

Public Hearing: 
 

    Open Hearing 
 

 ◦ State purpose of hearing and what will be considered 

 

   Kona Ridge Mining, LLC (owner) and A. Lindberg & Sons, Inc.  

  (developer) are requesting a Conditional Use permit to operate a Natural 

  Resource Extraction facility to extract, screen, and crush natural resources 

  (gravel & sand) at parcels located in the E ½ of the SE ¼ of Section 15, 

  T48N, R26W, lying south of the south ROW line of County Road 510 and  

  That part of the SW ¼ of Section 14, T48N, R26W, lying south of the 

  south ROW line of County Road 510 in Negaunee Township. 



 

 

 

 ◦Public Comment 

   

  Each speaker is limited to 3 minutes. 

  All comments will be addressed to or through the chair. 

  No conversations between participants during the meeting. 

  Only the person who has the floor will speak.   

 

Ray O’Dea; Attorney for Kona Ridge and A. Lindberg & Sons, stated that this was not the first 

time that he had stood in front of the Planning Commission regarding this gravel pit. 

He stated that the plan presented was “a good plan, it was sound and well thought out” 

He realized that there were 3 major concern of the residents: (1)Noise, (2)Dust and (3) Saftey. 

He assured the residents that activity at the pit would be minimal and the crushing process would 

not be more that 4 to 6 weeks per year. 

In regard to protection around the area, he stated that a berm would be placed around the area 

and around the stream.  

In regard to the water table and water quality, he stated that this would be a “dry pit, not a wet 

one” They plan to comply with the DEQ, Mine safety and EPA in regard to, hours, trucks and 

dust control.  

Mr. O”Dea made the point that he believed ALS “had a good plan, made by a good company 

with minimal impact.” 

 

Mike Quayle, 1700 Mildred Ave, Mqt; tated that he had several requests for the Commissioners: 

1. Protect neighbors rights and deny the site plan. 2. Hire a study in regard to lose of property 

values. 3. Consider the truck traffic and the road condition, with no plans to replace or repair Co 

Rd 510. 

 

William Carlson, 60 Co Rd 510; stated that he is opposed to the Gravel Pit due to the pollution, 

noise and the condition of the road. 

 

Bill Blemberg, 112 Hardwood Ln.; stated that he is opposed to the Gravel Pit due to devaluation 

of property. He requested a better study be made and he asked that the conditional use be denied 

or delayed. 

 

Hank Steede, 114 Parkwood Ln.; stated that he greatly appreciated what the the Commission did 

on behalf of the Negaunee Township residents. He said that he had an opportunity to speak with 

Mr. Tom Casperson regarding the law allowing for gravel pits/mines to be place in Townships 

Mr Casperson explained that “the law was not put into place to take away authority of the 

Townships, but was put into place to prevent Township from arbitrarily restricting the 

development of these facilities for no reason.”  He said “that if the Township has rules in place to 

protect the tax payers in that community then this law is not sonething that should override those 

regulations, and in fact there is provision in the law to allow such restriction in cases where the 

development would cause undue problem for those who are home owners and tax payers in the 

Townships.” 



 

 

He stated that he believes the Commission has the power to deny the Gravel Pit and that is was 

the right thing to do for the taxpayers and the Township.  

He gave 4 reasons for this: 1.  US42/M28 corridor was  the place  for businesses not the 

residential area. 2. A gravel pit would hinder any further residential development and cut into the 

future tax base of that area. 3. Allowing a modification of the set backs would “put the best 

interest of a business over that of the current tax paying residents.” and 4. The Township has the 

law on their side to protect the residents, opposed to developer and that in regard to the 1000 ft 

set back the law is on the side of the Township and it would be the developers responsibility to 

prove different. 

 

Brett Olivier, 69 Co Rd 510; he stated that their property was the closest to the gravel pit and that 

he worked night shift and slept days. They would start crushing when it was his time to sleep. 

 

Bill Etten, 20 Brandon Dr.; he opposes the gravel pit.  He drives Co Rd 510 everyday and sees 

how dangerous it is. He lives in the area for the privacy and lack of noise. He believes that there 

are plenty of other sites that could be used. 

 

Chris Lunseth, 120 Hardwood Ln.; stated that it was the 4
th

 time he had opposed the gravel pit. 

He requested the Commission to reject the plan. He stated that they did not ask for a fight but 

that it was here 

 

Tom Britton, 15 Rocky Ridge Rd.; stated that he was opposed to the gravel pit due to the fact 

that he can hear everything in this front yard. The first time it was turned down and he thinks that 

it should be turned down again. 

 

Brad Frustaglio, 101 Superior View Ln.; he stated that he had sent a letter to the Commission. He 

requested that the Commission table or deny the request and that they should not fear to take it to 

litigation. 

 

Eugene Wickenheiser, 253 Carrie Rd.; he is opposed to the gravel pit, due to a negative impact 

on property values, noise, pedestrian and traffic safety. 

 

Charles Johnson, 38 Hoist Rd; stated that he is opposed to the gravel pit due to the effect it 

would have on the water. He stated that he had damage to his house due to blasting for the 

construction of the new bridge. He asked who was going to pay for any damages done to his 

home in the future. He feels it will affect the wildlife. 

 

Julie Szenina, 120 Superior View Ln.; stated that she was disappointed to see the gravel pit issue 

being brought up again. She felt that if it were passed the area land and homes would not be able 

to be sold. 

 

JoAnne Olivier, 69 Co Rd 510; asked the Commissioners that they “please deny” the request and 

stated that she lived right next door to the gravel pit. 

 



 

 

Keith O’Brian, 125 Harwood Ln.; requested the Commissioners listen to the residents. 

 

Victor Rombeck, 61 Co Rd 510; stated that he was opposed to the gravel pit due to the road 

being in such bad shape. He was concerned about the safety of those traveling on the road going 

55mph. He noted that it there were going to be 2000 trucks a year to the facility that meant 4000 

trips total. 

 

Brian Larson, 108 Hardwood Ln.; Stated that they had moved to the area in July of 2012 and had 

they known a possible gravel pit was going to open, they would have reconsidered purchasing 

the home. 

 

Jeremy Hanson, 124 Co Rd 510; he stated that he felt this was a common sense issue.  Being a 

business owner himself, he would not consider operating in a residential area.  If it goes through 

he probably won’t build a home on his property. 

 

Gale LaJoye, 116 Hardwood Ln.; he stated that he along with the others was opposed to the 

gravel pit. He stated that it had taken him 5 years to find the property that he wanted and that if 

the gravel pit went through he would not be building on his property. He mentioned the Co Rd 

550 gravel pit and stated that if that was what a good neighbor looked like he didn’t want them 

as his neighbor. 

 

Rosemary Michelin, 62 Co Rd 510; stated that she and her husband were opposed to the gravel 

pit. She noted that she realized that the commissioners had a huge responsibility in regard to their 

decision, but wanted them to take in consideration the “very serious consequences.”  She felt 

there were other places that they could use.  She noted the number of residents that have voiced 

their concerns and opposition to the gravel pit and thanked the board for listening to them. 

 

Lee Ossenheimer, 116 Arbutus Trail; Se stated that he was there representing his family. He 

voiced his concern about the noise, traffic and well sensitivity.  He was disappointed 

that this was the third time that they were revisiting this issue. He requested that the variance be 

dropped, that the board respect the concerns of the residents. 

 

Lee Ossenheimer, 116 Artutus Trail; read an excerpt from Saint Thomas Aquinas(1225-1274) 

 We are Fields Before Each Other 

How is it they live for eons in such harmony - the billions of stars 

When most men can barely go a minute without declairing war in their mind against someone the 

know. 

There are wars where no one marches with a flag, though that does not keep casualties from 

mounting. 

Our hearts irrigate this earth.  We are fields before each other. 

How can we live in harmony?  

 

Alice Crookham, 67 Co Rd 510; stated that she was a 30 year resident of Negaunee Township 

and her biggest concern is about the noise and shaking from the trucks.  She noted that the area 



 

 

has had a resurgence of new homes and families  She noted the bad condition of the road.  She 

hoped that the board would vote against the gravel pit. 

 

Susie Saari, 60 Co Rd 510; she noted that the majority of the tax paying residents were here 

voicing their reasons for not wanting the gravel pit. She also stated that if the gravel pit went in 

she had concerns for the future. 

 

Mike Quayle, 1700 Mildred, Marquette; voiced his concern about the commissions ruling on the 

800 ft setbacks and he heard suggestions of 300 to 450 ft setbacks. 

 

Larry Stratton, 5 Co Rd 510;stated that he was opposed to the gravel pit and he felt that the speed 

limit was to fast on Co Rd 510. 

 

Joe Ward, 26 Co Rd 510; stated that he was opposed to the gravel pit due to the fact that if we let 

a gravel pit in a residential area “what next.” 

 

John Rink, 103 Acorn Dr.;stated that he was a Police Officer and that his main concern was for 

the safety of children and the truck traffic on Co Rd 510. 

 

Pete Munson, 40 Co Rd 510; opposed the set backs due to the fact that when they were blasting 

at the airport and he lived on Forest Dr. his house was hit with flying debris. 

 

Jennifer Rhodes Bingham, 42 Co Rd 510; stated that they live on Co Rd 510 but were building a 

new house on Rainey Creek. Her concern was for selling their house on Co Rd 510. If a gravel 

pit went in who would want to buy it? 

 

 

 

Closed public comment: 7:10pm 

 

Board comments: 
Commissioner Nurmi asked when the next ZBA meeting was scheduled for a decision on the set 

backs for ALS?  Joe Scanlan stated that a date had not been scheduled. 

 

Commissioner Nurmi stated that he would like the issue to be tabled due to the comments that 

Mr. Hank Steede made in regard to Mr. Casperson  

 

Commissioner Wommer noted the number of concerned citizens voicing opposition to the gravel 

pit.  He felt he was not privy to all the information and he would like to take time to hear from 

the ZBA, an appraiser to hear about property values and talk to people that live near gravel pits  

He felt that the Commission could not make a decision on fear of litigation. He stated that the 

decision did not have to be made tonight. 

Commissioner Wommer made a motion, seconded by Commissioner  Nurmi, to table the 

Condition Use permit requested by Kona Ridge Mining, LLC(owner) and A. Lindber & Sons, 



 

 

Inc. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Reynolds noted that Negaunee Township was the first in the state of Michigan to 

write an ordinance regarding gravel pit regulations.  He also noted that the ZBA had also tabled 

any decisions in regard to the gravel pit.  

He stated that a public notice would go out to adjoining residents and be posted in the Mining 

Journal on upcoming meetings. 

 

Public Comment:   
Don Larson, 43 Horseshoe Lake Circle; brought up the issue of blasting and money ALS was 

willing to put in escrow for repairs to homes that had damage due to blasting the first time this 

came before the Commission. He felt that the burden should be on ALS to prove “very serious 

conssequences” 

 

Commissioner Comments: 
Commissioner Nurmi thanked the residents for coming and stated that he appreciated their 

comments. 

 

A motion was made my Commissioner Reynolds seconded by Commissioner Potila to adjourn 

the  meeting at 7:20.   Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Jackie Shier 

Negaunee Township Deputy Cler 

 

 

 


