
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 

Public Hearing 

Meeting Minutes 

April 07, 2015 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting called to order:  By A. Reynolds at 5:30 pm. 

 

Members Present:  A. Reynolds (Chair), T. Karlstrom (Vice Chair), C. Nurmi, J. Thams 

(Secretary), L. Petersen. 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Others Present:   L. Luce (Zoning Administrator), K. Koch (Twp. Lawyer), J. Gehers (Twp. 

Assessor), L. Olsen (Recording Secretary), 20+ public members. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Approval of Minutes:  March 10, 2015 Minutes were reviewed. Motion made by C.Nurmi to 

approve the minutes as presented.  Second by T. Karlstrom.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Addition or Correction to Agenda:  None 

 

Public Hearing I 
 

Purpose of Hearing: 

L. Luce was requested to explain the purpose of this hearing.  The last zoning map was upgraded 

in 2001 and with multiple changes over the years it was in need of an upgrade.  This work began 

in 2011.  A mailing went out to almost 800 residents that were affected or were within 300 feet 

of the changes.  If approved the changes will go to the County for review and then to the Twp. 

Board for approval.   

 

Zoning ordinance, map amendments, and district name changes for zones R-1 (One Family 

Residential), R-2 (One Family Residential), R-3 (Lake Shore/River Residential), F ( Forestry), 

B-1 (Restricted Business), B-2 (General Business), and I (Industrial) for 11 or more properties. 

 

A. Reynolds reviewed the rules for the public hearing and then opened for comments. 

 

Yvonne Clark, 148 Grimes Rd: Suggested the notice that went out did not explain what the twp. 

is doing and why.  Also asking, public needs to know how it will affect them and their property. 

 

Dave Fehringer, The Forestland Group, 33687 Lake Gerald Rd: Asked what does District name 

changes mean.  L. Luce Explained the meaning of B-1, B-2 changes. 



 

 

Mike Grimes, 142 Grimes Rd:  Questioned the zoning ordinance change for a building.  A. 

Reynolds explained that will be discussed in the 2nd Public Hearing to be held after this one.   

 

Gayla Salani, Representing P. O’Dovero: Stated that the proper notification was not given and 

that certain parcels were not sent a notice.  A. Reynolds explained the rules for notification and 

that they were met. 

 

Greg Montgomery, 85 Co. Rd. 480: Explained his neighbor was a residential property and was 

being rezoned to Business, asking why and further explaining his concern with a business being 

next to his residence.  The maps were reviewed noting the change at 87 Co. Rd. 480. 

 

Eugene Wickenheiser, 253 Carrie Rd: Our property was R-2 and has been rezoned to Forest.  

Concerned due to the family with children live there and future may want to divide up for 

children to build.  Explaining they do not want it changed.  A. Reynolds took note. 

 

Brett Oliver, 69 Co. Rd. 510: Stated appreciation for his property not being changed and thanked 

the board. 

 

Hank Steede, 114 Parkwood Ln:  Explained was north of new bridge and zoning was changed to 

Forest and that he supports this change. 

 

Jim Inch, 424 U.S. Hwy. 41 E.: Asked how the changes would affect his property.  Map was 

reviewed.  A. Reynolds explained appears there were no changes.   

 

Darla Kirkland, 202 Co. Rd. 480:  Bought commercial property and was concerned it was 

changed to residential.  Explained paid for commercial property which cost more.  Added if 

other changes were to her property and how this changes its usage.  L. Luce explained there were 

no changes. Map was reviewed.  

 

Gayla Salani, Rep. O’Dovero:  Stated that the board did not give proper notice in accordance 

with the law.  A person from the audience said the post mark on the envelope was March 16, 

2015 offering to show it to Ms, Salani.   L. Luce read the law from Section 125-3202-#3 showing 

the board was in compliance with the law.   

 

A. Reynolds asked if everyone who has commented would please wait until the others had a 

chance to speak and then he would open to a second round for further comments.   

 

Wayne Toullila, 77 Wilderness Rd: Explained he has a Saw Mill/Shop on his property and was 

considering selling it with a parcel of land.  He owns several 40’s.  He questioned if these zoning 

changes will jeopardize this.  A. Reynolds reviewed the map and saw no problem with this.  That 

this would be OK.   

 

Greg Johnson, 91 N. Basin Dr:  Questioned the proposed changes with the industrial property 

North of Grimes Rd.  to residential.  The standards are very different.  Adding this is a lagoon or 

settling ponds/ tailings ponds, and questioning why?  He also attempted to look at the Master 

Plan for the township and found it to be dysfunctional.   



 

 

 

Sandy Haavisto, 446 North Rd.:  Asked why is so much of the Twp. being changed to Forestry 

and added is the purpose of this to stop people from building?  A. Reynolds explained at a 

previous meeting several years ago the public expressed the desire to keep the township rural and 

wooded with lots of open space.  The change to Forest does not stop owners from building. 

 

Ruth Mattson, 7 Horseshoe Lake Circle:  Asked if there were any changes to Horseshoe Lake 

Circle?    L. Luce was asked to explain the changes.  Map was reviewed as L. Luce explained 

which properties were changed from R-2 to R-3 Lake front properties.  Ms Mattson asked if this 

would change their taxes?  L. Luce answered there would be no change to the taxes. 

 

Jack Kirkland, 202 Hwy 480:   Explained his elderly neighbor at 203 Hwy 480 wanted to know 

what Restrictive Business zoning will affect her property and taxes.  A. Reynolds addressed there 

will be no effect on property and no change in taxes.  John Gehers the Twp Tax Assessor was 

introduced and he added the taxes would not change due to the zoning changes. 

......................... 

 

With no further first round of questions,  A. Reynolds opened for a second round of 

comments/Concerns.   

 

Gayla Salani:  Asked about properties not on the list that are clearly being rezoned, questioned 

the Master Plan, re-suggested the township is in violation of improper notice, and added she 

attempted to get information, calling the township and could not get her questions answered.  

Also inquired about the “Freedom of Information Act”.   K. Koch answered the “Freedom of 

Information Act” Question.  Further explaining that the township understands the ”Master Plan” 

is in need of work and that he has brought that to the Township’s attention.  He explained the 

changes in personnel and the difficulties the township has had.  The zoning maps have been a 

work in progress over the years and do need to be revised, adding it does become difficult to 

interpret.  He reasoned the map changes from the county going analog to digital also created 

further problems.  The process to have a Public Hearing, go to the County and back to the Twp 

Board was reviewed adding it is Your Right to come to these meetings and express your wishes.  

The Planning Board welcomes you to show up and bring your questions and concerns for them 

to be informed of and have an opportunity to address.    

 

Don Larson, 43 Horseshoe lane: States he called and was told there were no changes on 

Horseshoe Lake and now hears there are changes.  L. Luce responded notices were sent out. 

 

Darla Kirkland:  Contested it costs to change zoning and now they are arbitrarily changing my 

zoning with no notice. 

 

Don Larson:  Questioned Spot Zoning and added the “Reason” for all the changes still has not 

been answered.  A. Reynolds defined Spot Zoning and explained that was not done.  K. Koch 

pointed out that this is an attempt to confirm what is out there in statue and address factors that 

have changed.  The maps fell out of accuracy over the years and need to be updated as a whole. 

Don Larson:  Addressed he felt they were not well informed of the changes and that was the big 

problem.   



 

 

 

Further discussion on “Notification” took place.  The rules presently state the personal letters did 

not need to be sent out and the Board actually over “notified” everyone in accordance with the 

law, but it was done because the board wanted to meet this need.   

 

Mike Grimes:  Acknowledged they were notified, but it did not address what the changes were. 

 

Darline Inch:  Suggested if a “current zoning” and the “new Zoning” were added it may have 

been better understood. 

 

Yvonne Clark: Reviewed the concerns and felt the Board needs better communication with the 

public. 

 

Eugene Wickenheiser:  Reminded the Board he would like his property to stay residential. (Not 

changed to Forest). 

 

Greg Johnson: Asked if the Board could clean up the Map and Master Plan and then do the Re-

Zoning changes adding this seems more reasonable.   

 

Greg Montgomery:  Asked why were residents changed to business in 2008 and is still 

concerned with businesses expanding up to his house. 

........................ 

 

With no additional comments, A. Reynolds closed the Public Comments. 

 

Board Discussion: 

 

C. Nurmi commented we received a lot of good comments tonight and he agrees with many of 

the public statements.  It appears this needs to be re-thought and further board discussion is 

needed. L. Petersen added some of the suggestions were excellent like the spreadsheets and 

requests to be more clear as to the changes, thanking the public.   

 

T. Karlstrom recommended to wait at this point, and explained the new map will greatly improve 

communications.  J. Thams explained to the public that the notification was done by the board 

because they did want everyone to be aware of the changes.  Further he explained he was the 

person that attempted to put the list together, how he tried to do his best but it was very 

difficult with the quality of the old map and to match up all the parcels and getting the 

information needed.  

 

Motion made by Carl Nurmi to table the upgrade to the zoning maps, collecting all the 

information heard tonight to be reviewed at another meeting and then re-address.  Second by L. 

Petersen. Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

 

Public Hearing II 



 

 

 
Purpose of Hearing: 
A. Reynolds addressed the purpose of the second public hearing.  Zoning ordinance amendments 

to Section 402 Accessory Buildings and Uses to include a standard for parcels under one acre 

in size and use a percentage for parcels over one acre.  This is the number one complaint in 

the township as to the size of a building in relationship to the lot size. This ordinance is an 

attempt to eliminate this problem. Copies of the section changes were available for review. 

 

The rules for public comment were reviewed Hearing Opened. 

 

Mike Grimes, 142 Grimes Rd:  Asked what size building can he put up on his 1 3/4 acre lot?  A. 

Reynolds addressed the question and explained the hand out and changes. 

 

Explained this does not affect any existing buildings.   

 

No further comments from the Public.   

 

Hearing Closed: 

 

Motion from C. Nurmi to Accept the Ordinance Section 402 Accessory Buildings and Uses per 

requirement of zoning Enablement Act.  Second by A. Reynolds.  Motion Passed Unanimously.   

 

 

Motion to Adjourn by C. Nurmi.  Seconded by T. Karlstrom. Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

 

.......................................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addendum:  L. Luce suggested concerns from Mr Melka, &/or any submitted written concerns 

should be reviewed also.   


