
 

 

Negaunee Township Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
August 11, 2015 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Meeting called to order: Al Reynolds called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
Members Present:  Al Reynolds, Lisa Petersen, Thyra Karlstrom, Jim Thams 
 
Others Present:  Nick Leach, Linda Olsen, and 5 public members. 
 
Members Absent:  Carl Nurmi  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Approval of Minutes:  The July 14, 2015 minutes were reviewed.  Motion to approve 
the minutes by Thyra Karlstrom with four changes: first page, section A “plotted” to be 
changed to “platted (twice in section), Page 2 first paragraph “Kock’s” change to 
“Koch’s, and last page under Adjournment change 2nd to Seconded.  Seconded by Lisa 
Petersen.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Addition or Correction to Agenda:  None.   
 
 
Old Business:  None   
Excerpt  
 
New Business:  
 
A.  E&J Land Co. Commercial Land Use Permit:   Documents in the packet were 

reviewed.  Jim Ross was present to discuss his request to build a storage facility 120 
by 40 feet off US Hwy 41.  The proposed construction is a pair of rental storage units.      

   
Questions & Discussions:  Access to the storage units was a question. Discussed there 
is a 20 foot legal easement for the parcel but it was not shown on the site plan. Asked if 
there would be a new sign, reply was No. Inquired if the road was to be paved, Jim 
Ross responded initially gravel. Commented this was all one parcel with no splits. 
Questioned where the easement was in relationship to the buildings?  Noted there were 
other zoning ordinance items missing in the permit request such as contour lines and 
water retention.   
 



 

 

Thyra Karlstrom made the motion to table the request until the next meeting and Jim 
Ross provide the board with all the required information needed for approval.  
Seconded by Lisa Petersen. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Jim Ross asked for a Special Meeting prior to the next month’s meeting.  Nick Leach 
will look into setting this up.  
 
 
B.  Carrier Construction Commercial Land Use Permit:   Documents in the packet 

were reviewed.  Dale Carrier was present to discuss his request to build a 988 sq. ft. 
storage garage on the property 478 M-35.  He is planning on renovating the existing 
structure and making improvements over time to suit his construction business 
needs.  The property is zoned RB.   

 
Questions and Discussion:  Asked about the arrows in the site plan, the entrance and its 
measurements, the proposed new access location and the difficulty of this due to 
Access Management.  Al Reynolds commented he didn’t see the legal description and 
Nick Leach provided copies of this to the board.  Dale Carrier further explained this is a 
4-5 year plan and this permit was only for the garage.  Other questions about septic, 
wells, security fence needing a zoning variance were also briefly discussed.   
 
Jim Thams made a motion to support the Carrier Construction Land Use Permit.  
Seconded by Lisa Petersen.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
C.  Pete O’Dovero PUD Land Use Permit: Airport Circle:  Documents in the packet 

were reviewed.  Pete O’Dovero present and reviewed his request to build a steel 
building 76 by 122 ft. on Summit Street, Planned Unit Development, for a supply 
company, Kaman Industrial Technologies.   

 
Questions and Discussion:  Discussed if this request was in accordance with PUD.  The 
Highlands Development Centre Business-Light Industrial Park document was reviewed 
and compared to the request.  Parking, number of feet to edge of road, where the trucks 
back up in relationship to the road were questions that were answered.  Jim O’Dovero 
felt the permit request was consistent with PUD.  Interpretation on the “greenbelt” rules 
reviewed.  Al Reynolds asked for an updated plan on the airport plot due to the original 
one on file at the township is outdated.  Pete O’Dovero understood and could update 
this.  Thyra Karlstrom thanked Pete O’Dovero for the site plan and all the information he 
provided the board.   
 
Further discussed was the 30 foot setback greenbelt area from the road and how this 
rule could be achieved (a 20 foot setback) with the approval of the Township of 
Negaunee in writing.   
 
Jim Thams made a motion for Nick Leach to draft a letter of approval as the 
requirement out lined in the Highlands Development Centre Business-Light Industrial 
Park Document, page 5, section A. approving the change from 30 feet to 20 feet.  



 

 

Seconded by Thyra Karlstrom.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Lisa Petersen made a motion to approve the O’Dovero PUD Land Use Permit at Airport 
Circle with the addition of the Approval Letter for the 20 foot greenbelt requirement.  
Seconded by Thyra Karlstrom.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
 
Informational Items:  
*  US 41 Potential Building Site:  Jim O’Dovero attended the meeting to communicate 

his intentions for the property on US 41, to start the process with the planning 
commission, and to seek “information”.  Jim O’Dovero explained this is a 10-20 year 
project which includes securing permits for blasting the rock body to level the parcel 
for commercial use.  This area was just logged.  Jim O’Dovero asked what is needed 
in order to drill and blast.  The plan is to blast over time as the rock is needed, that is 
why it is over a 10-20 year plan. Further discussed was the proximity to the homes on 
Midway drive, timing, depth of the parcel, crusher, setbacks, and extraction of 
materials.  The ordinance in Article 10 Section 1005 G. was reviewed.  Also comments 
were made on the road elevation and MDOT involvement.  

 
Due to the large scale project and multiple disciplines needing to be involved the board 
decided to further research this and consult with our legal representative.  The board 
will follow-up and continue to communicate with Jim O’Dovero on this project and 
research the administrative requirements. 
 
Additional Comments from Commission Members:  Discussed dates when board 
members were available for a special meeting.   
 
 
Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 7:20 pm made by Lisa Petersen, Seconded by 
Thyra Karlstrom.  Motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Linda Olsen, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


