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NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 26
th

, 2013 

 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Chairman Dennis Potila called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call for Members: Chairman Dennis Potila called the Roll.  Members present: Eugene Maki and 

Dennis Potila. Steve Laine was excused due to a family emergency. In Steve’s absence the minutes were 

taken by Jackie Shier, Deputy Clerk, Negaunee Twp. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Chairman Dennis Potila reviewed the minute of the previous meeting dated 

January 20, 2013. A motion was made by Eugene Maki and seconded by Dennis Potila to accept the 

minutes of January 20, 2013. Motion carried. 

 

Addition or corrections to the Agenda: No additions or corrections were noted. 

 

Public Hearing: 

  

 Open Hearing: 

 

    State the purpose of the hearing and what will be considered: 

 

Kona Ridge Mining, LLC (owner) and A. Lindberg & Sons, Inc.(developer) are requesting a variance for 

reduced setbacks from adjacent residential dwellings to extract, screen, and crush natural resources(gravel 

& sand) at parcels located in the E ½ of the SE ¼ of Section 15, T48N, R26W lying south of the south 

ROW line of County Road 510 in Negaunee Township. 

 

Public Comment: 

 

Gary Wommer - 64 County Rd 510 asked that Joe Scanlan (Zoning Administrator) explain the purpose of 

the meeting. 

 

Joe Scanlan introduced a handout that was made available. The handout was HB4746 that was introduced 

by Rep. Huuki from the Upper Peninsula and was passed on July 20, 2011. HB4746 took away some 

power from Municipalities regarding Gravel Pit locations. Before the amendment Municipalities had a say 

as to which zoned areas Gravel Pits could operate. Now they can operate anywhere as long as “no very 

serious consequences” would result from the extraction, by mining, of the natural resources.” Joe stated 

that “very serious consequences” has not been defined, so Negaunee Township took the initiative to create 

rules based on HB 4746 to make sure that Negaunee Township had as much power as they are allowed to 

regulate a Gravel Pit within the limits of the law. Negaunee Towship is the first in the state to take this 

initiative. 
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Mike Quayle - 1700 Mildred Ave. Marquette; a seasonal dweller, questioned the purpose of the meeting 

and was it in regard to the setbacks?  Chairman Potila answered with an affirmative. His understanding 

was that the setbacks were set at 1000 feet and that Lindberg wanted them to be changed to 500 feet. 

Steffanie Pepin with A. Lindberg & Sons, Inc. (ALS) showed on the map the location of the setbacks at 

1000 feet. Mr Quayle noted that the setbacks were made for a purpose and that, they should stand. 

Gary Wommer - 64 County Rd 510, he questioned the time of the notice that he received. He felt that he 

should have had the information 14 days ago. He felt that the Planning commission’s recommendation 

regarding the setbacks was in error due to the fact that Roberts Rules were not followed regarding the 

motion and passing of it. 

 

Paul Menhennick - County Rd 510; he stated that he was opposed to the setback change due to the amount 

of truck traffic along his property and the seasonal run off. 

 

Chris Lunseth - 120 Hardwood Ln; - he stated that he was opposed due to the fact that land values would 

be reduced. The area was a residential area and that the tax base was from those residents. He thought that 

the Gravel Pit would be taxed as vacant land.  He was also concerned about the truck traffic and noise. 

 

William Carlson - 60 County Rd 510; stated that had been a resident for 39 plus years and that he was 

opposed to the variance due to the truck traffic and the tax values. 

 

Victor Romback - 61 County Rd 510; stated that his home built in 1977 was on the same side of the road as 

the GP. He opposed the setback change due to the condition of CR 510, truck traffic and the reduction of 

home value. 

 

Brad Frastiglio - 101 Superior View Ln; he stated that he was opposed to the changes and that he had 

prepared a detailed report for the ZBA that was sent to the Negaunee Township Office. 

 

JoAnne Oliver - 69 County Rd 510; stated that she had lived at her present location for 22 years and she 

was opposed due to the fact that their property was the closest to the GP and concern for her grandchildren. 

 

George Belkowski - 152 County Rd 510; he stated that he was opposed to the setback change and 

considered all item on HB4746 number 5, a-f to be “very serious consequences.” 

 

Hank Steede - 114 Parkwood Ln; stated that he was opposed to the setback change. He drove CR 510 

every day and saw the hazards of the traffic and the condition of the road. 

 

Bill Michelin - 62 County Rd 510; stated that he is opposed to the setback changes. They have lived there 

since 1978 and he is concerned with the condition of the road due to already having logging trucks travel 

on it. 

 

Glenn Nease - 112 White Bear Dr.; he is opposed to the setback change. The setbacks were made for a 

reason. He concerned about safety and condition of the road.  He fells the ZBA should uphold the 1000 

setback. 
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Jay Clancey - 130 Hardwood Ln.; stated that he and his wife had lived there since 1994 and he was 

opposed to the setback change. 

 

Heather Gransinger - 165 County Rd 510; stated that she was opposed due to the fact that they had just 

bought their house and the prop butted up to phase #1. She is concerned about the noise, safety of anyone 

on road and the devaluation of their home. 

 

Gary Wommer -  64 County Rd 510; showed on the map the new entrance to the GP that would be used.  

He stated the he agreed that CR 510 was in bad condition. He stated that the information that was sent was 

for adjoining land owners (within 300ft) which he is not. He suggested that we Google Public 113 of 2011 

in the SOM is the reason HB4746 is guiding the meeting.  He stated that the property had historically 

been a GP and only 20 acres were used as a GP and the rest was forested property owned by Longyear Inc. 

The Marquette County Road Commission (MCRC) was asked by ALS for a recommendation to vote this 

up or vote it down and they voted in favor of the operation. Negaunee Township asked how the MC RC 

felt on it and there weren’t any comments from them. 800,000 tons of gravel and 50,000 trucks were going 

to put a real burden on the road. He also noted that the MCRC was not planning to repair the road. 

 

Eugene Wickenheiser - 253 E Carrie Rd,;he stated he was opposed to the setback change. It touches on his 

prop on the S side. For every foot of variance it will reduce the value of the properties and the quality of 

life. 

 

Mike Quayle - 1700 Mildred, Marquette; was concerned about the truck traffic that would be rerouted to 

Co Rd 510 due to the road projects on, AAA, Co Rd 510 and Co Rd 550. He noted that Lindberg & Sons 

had sent two letters to the MCRC seeking (1)support for reopening the 510 gravel pit, which was approved 

and (2) that they be the exclusive providers of sand, gravel and aggregates, which was denied. 

 

Lisa Long - 116 Arbutus Trail; stated that they have had property there since 2002 on the basin and then 

decided to live there permanently. She is opposed to the setback change.  She also brought attention to the 

committee that they have an engaged community and are all interested in keeping the area a good place to 

raise a family. 

 

Victor Romback - 61 County Rd 510; he hasn’t seen any study from the DEQ regarding the run off from 

the extracting, crushing and screening and impact to the little stream and the McClure Basin. He requested 

that the ZBA get a study from the DEQ before any decisions are made. 

 

Brian Larson - 108 Harwood Ln.; he stated that they had moved to the area in July from Marquette. He is 

concerned about the noise and air quality due to the fact that he has family members that have asthma. 

 

Mike McDonnell - 5 Boulderwood Ct.; he stated that this is the 3
rd

 time he had talked about this issue and 

he is opposed to it. First a gravel pit then a subdivision and now again gravel pit. He understands that with 

HB4746 you can’t stop gravel companies from creating gravel pits in your township but that doesn’t mean 

we don’t have any control about how they conduct themself. Moving the setbacks closer to the boundaries 

makes dust an issue. Silicon dust is a known carcinogen (causes cancer) and has a bigger impact on 

smaller children. He considers this “very serious consequences.” 
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Rosemary Michelin - 62 County Rd 510; stated that she has lived there since 1978 and is opposed to the 

set back change. Has questions regarding “mechanically excavated,” what does this mean, blasting?”  

Has concerns about the truck route and truck traffic.  Pit operation will last about 20 years and then will 

be restored and sold for residential lots.  She does not believe this will happen.  How is the neighborhood 

going to be enhanced, as ALS stated in their letter to residents, due to the noise, dust, traffic problems and 

water drainage issues created by the GP? 

 

Gary Wommer, - 64 Co Rd 510; Concerned about the scant information he received regarding this 

operation.  ALS  have taken minerals closer than 1000 in other areas of operations, but stated that that 

was not our area. He stated that we have a choice to keep the setbacks where they are. 

 

Susie Saari - 60 County Rd 510, she is opposed due the changes in the attractiveness of the area. 

Has concerns about the truck traffic and the road conditions. She also stated that she hoped that the ZBA 

would listen to the tax payers concerns and wishes. 

 

Reed Alderton - for ALS; stated that everyone is worried about unknowns and he doesn’t blame them.  

Some of the concerns that were brought up:(1)McClure Dam water levels. The water that they would use 

would be for dust control only.  He figures that it would be about 1-2 truck holding 2500 gallons each of 

water, and they could get it from a hydrant. (2)Air Quality. The DEQ has air quality permits that each of 

their crushers had and that each crusher had to stay below a certain opacity level and that he was trained to 

read opacity levels. (3) He stated that a car going down a gravel road produces as much silicon as a 

crusher. He felt that a lot of false statement were being thrown around.  They plan to keep the crusher 

located on the middle of the property and that reducing the set backs on the ends that they could be good 

neighbors without lowering land values.  

 

A question was asked about the extraction process.  Mr Alderton stated that they would only be using a 

crusher and it would be seasonal. 

 

A question was asked about drilling and blasting. Mr Alderton stated that were not planning to drill or 

blast right now but that it was an option they were leaving open for down the road and that they would 

have to go by the drilling and blasting ordinances set by the township. 

 

Chair Dennis Potila stated that the Township is working on a blasting ordinance. 

 

A question was asked about the amount of acres that Lindberg owned. Mr Alderton stated that in total they 

had 120 acres and the phase I - VI  had 30 acres. They wanted to know why they couldn’t use the back 

part of the property? Mr. Alderton stated that it was a rock bluff. 

  

Mr. Adlerton stated that the hearing was about setbacks, and that with the 1000 feet they could not do 

anything. Mr. Alderton stated that he was glad to see so many concerned citizens at the meeting. 

 

A question was asked about gravel coming out of the CR510 pit for the work on the AAA, CR510 and 

CR550?   Mr. Alderton stated that they would take gravel out of their other pit closer to the projects. 
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Mr. Alderton stated that when it came down to rights that they did purchase the property to run as a gravel 

pit. 

 

A question was asked regarding what route the trucks would take. Mr. Alderton stated that the trucks 

would go in the direction that the load was purchased for, whether it be for Negaunee and to the west or 

Marquette. 

 

A question was asked regarding road maintenance. Mr Alderton said that they would work with the 

MCRC on any updates the RC would work on. 

 

Kevin Koch - Attorney for Negaunee Township; wanted to clarify that the reason the gravel pit was not 

approved a previous time was that too much time had passed and that they had lost their “grandfather” 

status. Now that the law has changed ALS may be able to reopen it as a gravel pit. 

 

Don Larson - 43 Horseshoe Lake Cir.; stated that originally ALS had set aside one million dollars 

($1,000,000) in an escrow account to cover damages incurred while blasting.  He wanted to know what 

had changed regarding blasting. 

 

Mike Quail - 117 Mildred, Marquette; stated that he knew that the ZBA had received lots information 

regarding the meeting and knew that they would have to go over it all, but wondered how they would find 

out about the outcome? Chairman Dennis Potila stated that the ZBA meeting would be posted in the 

Mining Journal and a letter would go out to the adjoining land owners. 

 

Public Comment closed - 6:10 p.m. 

 

Correspondence:  

      Letter from Les Connon 

      Letter from Bradley Frustaglio 

 

A motion was made by Eugene Maki and seconded by Dennis Potila to table the decision until they could 

study all the information presented and then they would call another public meeting. 

Motion carried. 

 

With no further business New or Old presenting itself, or any further public comment Dennis Potila 

seconded by Eugene Make made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Jackie Shier 


