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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting – April 12, 2012 

 

Call to Order 

 

William Carlson, Township Supervisor, called the meeting to order at 7:00  p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance.   Other Board members present included John Ennett, Carl Nurmi, Rachel Sertich and Duane 

Soine. 

 

Absent:      None        

 

Agenda 

 

Board members reviewed the agenda   Upon motion of  Carl Nurmi, seconded by Duane Soine,  the 

revised agenda as presented was approved.  Motion Carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Board members reviewed minutes for the Budget Hearing, Annual Meeting, and Regular Board Meeting 

held on March 27, 2012.   

 Upon motion of John Ennett, seconded by Carl Nurmi,  the Budget Hearing minutes as presented 

were approved.   Motion Carried. 

 Upon motion of Duane Soine, seconded by John Ennett, the Annual Meeting minutes as 

presented were approved.  Motion Carried. 

 Rachel Sertich noted in the draft minutes for the 3/27/12 regular meeting, the Community Center 

Report should have referred to the Heartwood Forestland Group.   Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, 

seconded by Duane Soine, the regular meeting minutes for March 27, 2012 as corrected were 

approved.  Motion Carried. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Cheryl Hill, 510 Garfield, Marquette, MI, addressed the Board members.  She is running for Marquette 

County Probate Judge and wished to introduce herself to the Board.  She has over 25 years experience as 

an attorney  and is passionate about assisting the young and old of Marquette County who cannot help 

themselves. 

 

Reports 

 

Community Center Board    Board members reviewed the minutes of the Community Center Board 

meeting held on April 5, 2012.   Items highlighted included:  1) adding a soccer field to the Township’s 

recreation grounds has been a big topic of conversation, 2)  Heartwood Forestland had informed the 

Committee they would entertain a bid of $2,500 per acre if they were to maintain timber rights for a 

specified period of time,  and  3) work has started to prepare the Township properties for summer 

activities. 

 

Fire Department Report   Jeff Kontio, Fire Chief, was on hand to review their 3/27/12 and 4/12/12 

report.  Items highlighted included:  1)  13 calls for the month of February and 16 calls for the month of 

March, 2) training included safe response, working around hybrid vehicles, wild land fire procedures and 

the use of fire shelters and deployment  (10 shelters have been acquired by the Department), and   3)  CSI 

is in the process of making the body for the new wildfire truck, and when the truck arrives  Units #2186 

and #2188 will be going up for sale.     Ultimately the Department is looking to acquire a ¾ ton pickup 

truck with a crew cab and cap on the back to serve as a personnel carrier. 
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Water Report   A written Water Report dated April, 2012 from the Water Department Supervisor, Mike 

Adams, was reviewed.  The report noted:   1) the water connection fee for 31 Pine Run had been paid, 2) 

new meters are still being installed on Pine Run,  3)  the Water Department will work with the City of 

Negaunee to use their leak detector to try and find the system leak,  and 4) the hydrant at the corner of 

Midway Drive and Longyear Drive had been repaired. 

 

Clerk Report(Bills, Claims)   

 

Water fund checks #6414 through #6423 totaling $10,390.26  were reviewed.  Upon motion of John 

Ennett, seconded by Carl Nurmi, the Water fund checks as presented were approved.  Motion Carried. 

 

General Fund checks #20780  through #20849 totaling $93,245.61 were reviewed.  Upon motion of John 

Ennett, seconded by Duane Soine, the General Fund checks as presented were approved.   Motion 

Carried. 

 

Planning Report  Carl Nurmi, Board Liaison, and Joe Scanlan, Zoning Administrator, gave a Planning 

Report for the meeting held on April 10, 2012.    Items highlighted included:  1)  Arrow Construction 

sign move, 2) Miller Bradford approved access request, which will be shared with the Vietnam Veterans 

location, 3) land split for Miller Bradford from Pete O’Dovero is being reviewed and Van Neste is to 

provide a description of the parent parcel. 

 

Planning & Zoning News Subscription   Upon motion of Rachel Sertich, seconded by Duane 

Soine, approval was given to renew the subscription to Planning & Zoning News for a one year 

period at a cost of $185.00.   Motion Carried. 

 

Citizenship Planner Seminar  Board members discussed the Zoning Administrator attending a 

Citizenship Planner Seminar in Lansing in June, 2012 at a cost of approximately $300.  The item 

was tabled until the May, 2012 agenda in order for Board members to receive more information 

on the seminar. 

 

Assessor’s Report    Kelly Laakso’s written monthly Assessor’s report for April, 2012 was reviewed.  

Items highlighted included: 1) Summer Plans, and 2) Principal Residential Exemption and Rollovers. 

 

Treasurer’s Report   John Ennett, Treasurer, indicated tax collection was over and funds from the 

County had been received. 

 

Supervisor’s Report  William Carlson, Township Supervisor, provided an update on Township activities 

since the last Board meeting.  He noted he had 1) attempted to obtain and update on KBIC activities, 2)  

attended meeting on proposed Co.Rd. 595 and the permitting process, and 3)  reviewed potential funding 

options to extend the Township’s water main. 

 

Brownfield Authority   Joe Scanlan, Brownfield Administrator, noted 1)  he would be meeting with the 

owners of the Midway Trailer Park as they were going to be pursuing more aggressive marketing in order 

to sell the property,  and  2)  delivery of the housing units for the Stanaway project on Midway Drive was 

expected for June, 2012. 

 

Wellhead Protection Committee   No report was provided. 
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Advisory Trial Committee   Al Reynolds noted bids for the project had been bumped back from June 1
st
 

to July 1
st
.. 

  

Personnel Committee   Rachel Sertich, Chairperson,  asked the Board members if they had taken the 

time to review the revised Personnel Policy presented at the March, 2012 meeting.   She requested any 

recommendations be forwarded to her for possible updates to the Policy, so it can be brought before the 

Board for final approval in May, 2012. 

  

Emergency Management Report   Mr. Carlson noted manuals and maps were up-to-date.    

 

Old Business    

 

North Road Crack Seal Payment   Upon motion of Carl Nurmi, seconded by Duane Soine, approval was 

given to pay a $6,094.90 invoice to the Marquette County Road Commission for crack seal done on 

North Road, with the funds to be expensed against Metro Funds.  Motion Carried. 

 

Garbage Ordinance   Board members reviewed a letter from attorney Kevin Koch dated March 30, 2012 

addressing whether or not individuals who leave during the winter should be charged the monthly 

sanitation fee (currently $12).   Mr. Koch noted this practice was in place for seasonal residence (dating 

back to 1994), but “…if the Board wishes to extend billing to residents of year-round homes who leave 

their homes for a period of time during the winter, I believe the Board would have to take affirmative 

action to do that because it would be a departure from the practice of the Township for a number of 

years.”   The Board members were uncertain how to interpret this statement.  As such, the Township 

Supervisor will contact the Attorney for clarification.   The item was tabled until the May, 2012 meeting. 

 

New Business    

 
None 
 
Correspondence 
  

 Letter to Miller Canfield 
 Invite to MCTA Dinner 

 
Additional Public Comment   
 
Rita Laitinen, 25 Midway Drive, Negaunee Township, suggested if the Board was looking to restore the 
General Fund millage back to its original rate prior to being reduced by the Headley Rollback, perhaps 
they should look to do the same for the Road Fund. 
 
Informational Items 
 

 Co. Rd. 595 Ad hoc meeting minutes 
 US 41 Corridor Info 
 Thank You note from Negaunee Senior Center 
 Brownfield Workshop Info 

 
Board Member Comment 
 
Rachel Sertich asked if the Board wished to review proposed millage language at the May, 2012 for 
restore the Headley Rollback amounts for both the General Fund and the Road Fund.  Board members 
requested this information be provided. 
 
Carl Nurmi noted as the Township had done in previous years, he and Duane Soine would be reviewing 
the roads in the Township for their condition and to prioritize projects. 
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Duane Soine noted he still hoped the Board would consider adding 2/10 of a mile onto the road 
construction project to take place on North Road in order to take care of the section near the Rod and 
Gun Club which is in poor condition. 
 
Next Meetings 
 
The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 10, 2012, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Negaunee Township Hall. 

 
Adjournment 
 
No further business appearing, the meeting was duly adjourned at 8:05  p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Sertich 
Clerk 


